


Letter of Interest to serve on the Sitka Climate Action Task Force 
Linda Behnken 
January 3, 2021 

Sitka is uniquely positioned to lead the country toward a sustainable future. Our energy needs 
can be met with clean hydropower and our economy is powered by renewable resources—
fishing, tourism and health services.  Sitka residents have a long history of working together to 
identify win:win solutions—which will be the core work of the sustainability task force. I am 
deeply committed to addressing climate change and finding solutions that respect planetary 
limits while securing a sustainable future for Sitka.   

I served on Governor Walker’s Climate Action Leadership Team and worked with that Team to 
construct a Climate Action Plan for Alaska.  Working with that Team helped me to understand 
both the depth of the threat climate change poses to Alaska as well as grasp the immediate and 
long-term benefits of addressing climate change to human health, the economy and the 
environment.  Taking action to address climate change needs to happen at every level, but that 
action can and should be guided by steps that benefit communities and sustainable industries 
while also safeguarding the planet. 

Thank you for considering my application 

Sincerely, 

Linda Behnken 

 

 

 



 LINDA E. BEHNKEN 
 

  

 
 

 

Education: 1990 MES Yale University School of Forestry and Environmental Studies,  

New Haven, CT  06511 

*Environmental Studies/Resources Management 

1984 BA Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH  03755 

 *English/Environmental Studies 

 

Work 

Experience: 1982-2020 Commercial Fisherman.  Sitka, AK  99835 

  1992-2008 *Owner, F/V Morgan (32’troller/ longliner) 

  2008-2020 *Co-owner F/V Woodstock (40’ troller/longliner) 

*Deckhand:  longline, troll:  Gulf of Alaska, Bering Sea  

1991-2020 Executive Director:  Alaska Longline Fishermen’s Association 

 

 

Positions 

& Awards: 2020  Heinz Foundation award for the Environment 

  2017-2018 Member, Alaska’s Climate Action Leadership Team 

  2016-2018 US Commissioner, International Pacific Halibut Commission 

2016   White House Champion of Change for Sustainable Fisheries 

2009-2020 Founding board member: Alaska Sustainable Fisheries  

Trust/Alaskans Own Community Supported Fisheries program 

2001-2019 Board member, Island Institute (Board president, 2010-2014) 

1998-2020 Chair, Halibut Coalition 

2009  National Fisherman Highliner Award 

1992-2001 Member: North Pacific Fishery Management Council 

1997-1998 Advisor: National Research Council Panel to Review Individual 

Fishing Quotas 

1994-1998 Advisor:  North Pacific Anadramous Fish Commission 

1996-1997 Member:  Sitka Comprehensive Plan Implementation Team 

1993-1996 Member:  Sitka Fisheries Task Force 

1991-1992 Member:  Sitka Fish and Game Advisory Committee 

1990 Recipient:  Gloria Barron Wilderness Society Scholarship 

1989 Recipient:  Research grant:  Fisheries Management Foundation 

 

Relevant 

Publications:     1998 “Conservation of cold-and warm-water seafans:  Threatened ancient 

gorgonian groves.”  With Risk, M.J. and McAllister, D Sea Wind 12(1). 

pp2-21. 

1993 “Southeast Alaska trawl closure:  A case study in risk-averse 

management”  Sea Wind  7(1) pp 8-14. 

1993 “The Circle of Life”  Seafood Promotional video (18:00) Scriptwriter 

 

1992 ‘Strike on the shrinking grounds”  SeaFrontiers 38(6) pp. 42-51 

 



1992 “The Race for Fish”  Documentary video on Individual Fishing Quotas 

and the Sitka Block Proposal (28:30) Director 

 

2007     Thode, A, J Straley,  K. Folkert, V. O’Connell,  L. Behnken. 2007. 

Evaluation of Sperm Whale Deterrents. NPRB Project F0527 Final 

Report. North Pacific Research Board. 

http://doc.nprb.org/web/05_prjs/527_FinalReport.pdf 

 

2012     Thode, A., J. Straley, D. Mathias, L. Wild, D. Falvey, V OConnell, and L 

Behnken. 2012. Reducing sperm whale depredation via decoy 

deployments and active deterrent testing.  NPRB Project F0918 Final 

Report Pacific Research Board. 

http://doc.nprb.org/web/04_prjs/f0412_final_report.pdf.  

 

 

http://doc.nprb.org/web/04_prjs/f0412_final_report.pdf



