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L A U R A  E L I Z A B E T H  B E N N E T T  
 
EDUCATION 

 

2017 
  

Master of Arts with Distinction 

International Cultural Heritage Management 

Durham University – Durham, UK 

 Presented at Hatfield MCR Research Symposium 

 Modules covering strategic planning, financial management, scenario analysis, heritage 

outreach and education, and the political, social and legal contexts of cultural heritage. 

 MA Dissertation: “Underlying Priorities within Heritage Policy: The Management and 

Legacy of Cultural Plunder in the United Kingdom” 

 

2010  Bachelor of Arts 

Art History 

Pace University – New York, NY 

 Magna Cum Laude 

 Pfzorheimer Honors College 

 Alpha Chi National Honors Society 

 Studied abroad at University College Cork, Ireland for two semesters, 2008-2009 

 Member of ‘Collage’ Art History Club 

 

RELEVENT PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE  

 

March 2019 - 

Present 

  

Executive Director 

Sitka Maritime Heritage Society – Sitka, AK 

 Advertises, organizes, and facilitates public events, classes, and fundraisers 

 Compiles and submits timely grant reports for historic preservation project 

 Organizes volunteer events and recruits volunteers 

 

April 2018             

-January 2019 

  

Community Economic Development Facilitator, Peace Corps Volunteer 

Georgian Red Cross Society – Kvareli, GE 

 Conducted community needs assessments 

 Worked with team to design and carry out community project at training site 

 Organized and lead adult and youth English clubs 

 Implemented organizational management techniques and tools 

 Successfully completed intensive project design and management training 

 

March 2017 

- February 2018 
 Community Outreach Coordinator, AmeriCorps Member 

Friends of Sheldon Jackson Museum – Sitka, AK 

 Streamlined membership management through creation of member database 

 Analyzed membership trends and developed membership recruitment strategies 

 Recruited and managed event volunteers 

 Ensured compliance with state fundraising regulations 

 Assisted with organization of large public cultural event 

 Expanded outreach through launch of organization’s first email newsletter, new social 

media account, informational tables, and radio public service announcements 

 Regularly reported to and consulted with the Board 
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January 2018  

- February 2018 
 Curatorial Helper 

Sitka Historical Society – Sitka, AK 

 Helped to safely transport museum artifacts to permanent collections storage using proper 

handling procedures 

 Securely packed paper and textile artifacts for long-term storage 

 Assisted curator with recording artifact inventory 

March 2016 

- May 2016 
 Intern 

European Shoah Legacy Institute – Prague, CZ 

 Sharpened grant writing skills by assisting project manager with funding proposal and 

concept 

 Shared facts and resources with the public through management of social media accounts  

 Researched grant opportunities and other potential funding sources for future projects 

 
January 2011 

- November 2011 
 Administrative Admissions Coordinator 

Pace University – Lenox Hill Hospital PA Program – New York, NY 

 Handled logistics and facilitated in-person applicant interview events 

 Provided information to students and applicants via telephone and email 

 Maintained applicant database 

 Assisted with program outreach at public information sessions 

 
RELEVENT VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE 

 

April 2017 – 

March 2018 

  

Sitka Historical Society – Sitka, AK 

 Responsible for reading, handling, summarizing and inventorying correspondence from a 

Navy dentist serving in Sitka during World War II into PastPerfect Database. 

 

September 2017 

- March 2018 

  

Greater Sitka Arts Council – Sitka, AK 

 Assisted with public events including event setup, seeking donations of items and services 

from local businesses, and creating promotional materials, also helped with researching 

and identifying funding opportunities. 

 
October 2014 

- November 2014 
 Kirkhaven Nursing Home – Rochester, NY 

 Improved recordkeeping by redesigning activity attendance Excel workbook with efficient 

formulas and more user-friendly interface based on staff input and departmental goals. 

 
HONORS & AWARDS 

 

2016 

2011 

2011 

2010 

  

Hatfield MCR Research Award 

‘Highest Academic Achievement in Art History’ Award 

Alternate for Fulbright ETA Program 

Excellence in Research Award 
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Project location map 
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Web GIS Map of 1490 Seward Ave. 
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Japonski Island Boathouse from the O’Connell Bridge (06/30/2019) 
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West view of the boathouse with new entry addition. Addition is covered and tar paper 

and has only rough openings for windows and doors. (06/24/2019)  

West view with new entry addition. (06/24/2019)  
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Northeast wall of the Northeast wing.  (06/24/2019) 

Northeast wall of the Northeast wing.  (06/24/2019) 
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Detail of original window design—

diagonal stops allow the sash to be tilted 

inward without the use of hinges. 

(07/01/2019) Detail of Northeast wall (06/24/2019) 

Detail of Northeast wall (06/24/2019) 

Detail of Northeast wall (06/24/2019) 
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Detail of weathering on Northeast wall 

(07/01/2019) 

Detail of weathering on Northeast wall 

(07/01/2019) 

Detail of weathering and damage on Northeast wall 

(07/01/2019) Detail of weathering on Northeast wall 

and studs (07/01/2019) 
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