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SHORT-TERM RENTAL PROJECT OVERVIEW – 505 PARK STREET 

 

This proposed short-term rental shall be professionally managed by Sitka Sound Vacation Rentals (SSVR).  SSVR has over twenty years’ 

experience in the real estate industry and have been operating Sitka rentals through various online booking services with success.  The applicant, 

Tim Riley, is applying for a Conditional Use Permit in order to establish a short-term rental in this single-family dwelling at 505 Park Street.  

 

KEY POINTS AND CONCERNS: 

 

It has been demonstrated through years of property management experience that potential issues can be adequately addressed through clear 

communication throughout the booking process, and through proper planning and contractual agreement.  Short-term rentals do have impacts that 

long-term rentals do not; therefore, SSVR manages guest interactions under strict contractual agreements to ensure access, parking, noise, 

disturbance, vehicular traffic and bear nuisance issues do not arise, mitigates these issues if and when they do, and provides clear guest 

information so that they don’t.  

 

Guest information consists of a clear short-term rental contract which must be signed by the guests before arrival, online listings that contain a 

comprehensive “Guest Information Guide” outlining what is expected of guests during their stay, and the display of emergency placards 

throughout the rental unit for information in the event of an emergency.  Rental contracts are written in accordance with Alaska Landlord Tenant 

law and are clear about mitigation if any contract provision is broken. 

 

Access, Signage, and Effects on Vehicular and Pedestrian Traffic: Access to the rental is via an unmarked private drive; therefore, explicit 

instructions to include step-by-step directions, aerial drawings and property photos will be listed online so that vehicular traffic impacts are 

minimized to surrounding land uses.  Because this is a one-lane driveway, the potential for a backup into Sawmill Creek Road is possible, the 

likelihood is very minimal and there appears to be sufficient room within the right-of-way to navigate without entering having to enter the access 

point in the event this should happen. A small waypoint sign will be placed at the drive entrance and on the front entry door; such signs shall 

conform to Sitka General Code provisions. All guests will receive online instructions prior to arrival indicating rules and policies, and instructions 

to enter and exit carefully as children may be at play.  

 

Potential for Guests to Access the Rental through Residential Areas or Substandard Street Creating a Cut-Through Traffic Scenario: 

There is no potential risk for a cut-through traffic scenario as the rental is accessed by a non-thoroughfare private drive.   

 

Parking: All guest parking shall be onsite, within designated areas as indicated by onsite parking signs, and as required by any planning 

conditions.  History and experience have shown that guests typically have no more than one car onsite at a time and/or intentionally do not rent a 

vehicle.  Parking has not been an issue with the applicant’s other current rentals, but it will be managed for potential short-term guests through 

contractual language, and clear aerial parking photos and/or diagrams provided online at booking and within the rental unit for reinforcement.   

 

Hours of Operation and Noise: Guest tenancy whether short-term or long-term has no hours of operation.  Guests may arrive at any time during 

their booked tenancy, so measures to mitigate the potential for noise or disruption outside of “normal” business hours will be taken in the form of 

strict contract language and clear Guest Information Guides outlining the rules and expectations of living local.  Most guests booking with SSVR 

are keenly aware they are not in a typical hotel setting and act accordingly.  This is primarily due to strict contract language, strict enforcement of 

that language, and setting clear expectations beforehand.  Access is quiet and convenient via a lighted keyless entry, and safety is ensured through 

providing appropriately lighted walkways and parking areas.  

 

Bear Nuisance Related to Garbage and Resulting Odors: Strict garbage management measures to deter bear attraction will be taken.  Measures 

will include: storage of all garbage within the rental unit until it can be removed by the manager or owner, rental contract language on the 

management of garbage and the imposition of a $100 fine to the guest should these provisions be violated, and the placement of garbage in the 

appropriate collection area and within an appropriate collection container, no earlier than 4AM on trash collection day.     

 

Ability of Police, Fire and EMS to Respond to Emergency Calls: This rental is readily accessible by police, fire, and EMS services and strict 

enforcement of parking requirements will be implemented to ensure this access at all times.  

 

Logic of the Internal Traffic Layout:  This property is one of three properties that utilize the private drive for access from Sawmill Creek Road. 

Strict enforcement of parking in designated areas will be enforced through contract language, and specific reiteration in the “Guest Information 

Guide.” 
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Safety Inspection:  A City and Borough of Sitka safety inspection will be completed once the rental is set-up and rental-ready.  Pertinent safety 

items will be installed and requirements will be met. 

 

GUEST INFORMATION GUIDE 

How do I Get to this Property? 

From the airport head into town, and at the central round-about take Sawmill Creek Road (South to your right) and travel 1/4
th
 mile to a Y in the 

road. At the Y take a left into a small private drive and head straight back to the property located in the rear left (505 Park Street).  The rental is a 

small bungalow with a green exterior and a small picket fence indicating the parking area in front.  

 

 
 

This is what it will look like where you need to turn into the private drive for access.  Turn into the drive between the beige and blue houses in 

front of you. There will be a one-way gravel driveway for your access to this rental just behind these homes.  
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The drive access is easily missed to if necessary, head further up Sawmill Creek Road and turn around where it is safe to do so and head North.  

When you approach the Y in the road, keep to the right and the private drive access will be immediately on your right between these two houses: 

 

 
 

This is what the turn-off (right turn) from Sawmill Creek Road will look like.  Be careful of potential oncoming traffic as this is a one-lane private 

drive and there are often children at play. 

 

Pull forward to the residence straight ahead and to the left rear; park in the designated area noted by the “Guest Parking” signs.  If you should 

have two vehicles, or guests arriving, please park side-by-side.  Please see the attached aerial view indicating where to enter and park in order to 

comply with local code requirements. 
H  

 

How do I Check In? 

Check-in is via a keypad entry any time after 3PM.  Please be sure to respect surrounding 

property owners by entering and exiting quietly and by not trespassing onto other properties. 

 

Where is the Entry Door? 

Entry is through the front door on the right and back side of this rental, as indicated by the 

photo below.  

 

What Should I do with Trash? 

Your rental is professionally cleaned after each departure.  

We ask that you please keep all trash within the rental unit 

and within in the trash can provided.  A $100 fine will be 

imposed for failure to follow this policy.  At no time may you 

leave trash or food items outside of the rental.  Recycling can 

be accommodated via the recycle bins provided.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAMPLE CONTRACT LANGUAGE 
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PERTINENT GUEST TERMS & CONDITIONS 

 

SAFETY & SECURITY: Please be aware when entering and exiting that we live in bear country and bears could be present on the grounds. We 

take every effort to ensure that they are not attracted to our property, such as not leaving garbage or food out. Please keep all trash within the 

rental unit and within the bear-proof garbage can provided.  A $100 fine will be imposed should this requirement be violated.   

 

PRIVACY OF OTHERS:  While we encourage you to enjoy the grounds, we encourage you not to travel onto adjoining private property. This 

request is for your own safety and respect of others. 

 

DISTURBANCE POLICY:  Please keep in mind that our rentals are in residential areas and as such, behavior should be considerate. If owner or 

neighbors are disturbed by your behavior, you may be asked to quiet down, or be asked to leave. If asked to leave due to disturbing behavior, you 

will not receive a refund. Rentals are family-oriented properties, and if a house party develops all vacationers will be asked to leave immediately 

without refund. This policy will be enforced without exception. Groups renting under false pretenses will be evicted without refund. Quiet hours 

are from 10PM to 8AM. 

 

DEFAULT: If Guest should fail to comply with the conditions and obligations of this Agreement, Guest shall surrender the Property, remove all 

Guest's property and belongings and leave the Property in good order and free of damage.  No refund of any portion of the Total Rental Fee shall 

be made and if any legal action is necessary, the prevailing party shall be entitled to reimbursement from the other party for all costs incurred. 

 

ENTRY AND INSPECTION: Rental Agent reserves the right to enter the Property at reasonable times and with reasonable advance notice for the 

purposes of inspecting the Property or showing the Property to prospective purchasers, renters or other authorized Person(s).  If Rental Agent has 

a reasonable belief that there is imminent danger to any person or property, Rental Agent may enter the Property without advance notice. 

 

GENERAL PROVISIONS: By accepting this reservation, it is agreed that all guests are expressly assuming the risk of any harm arising from 

their use of the premises or others whom they invite to use the premise. This agreement shall be governed by the laws of the state of Alaska. Each 

of the parties irrevocably consents to the exclusive personal jurisdiction of the federal and state courts located in Alaska, as applicable, for any 

matter arising out of or relating to this Agreement. Failure to abide by these terms and conditions may result in eviction with no more than 24 

hour notice. By signing or accepting this agreement online or in person, you are agreeing to all the rules and regulations as set forth within it. 
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