


Our civilization can't run on pixie dust, unicom

farts or ultra-alternative energy generated by

howling wolf puppies for very long, One would
have difficulty building a truck or hshing boat
out of hemp. Ever try to go huntng with a hand-
carved atlatl from a mree you cur down with a stone
ax? ['ve :i]“'uv wanted to, but 1 have a hard enough
tme gerting game with my rfle.

Most of us benefir from the mining industry,
If done in a properly repulared and considerate
manner, mining can have minimal negative effects
on the environment and be a part of a sustainable
and ]'Il:.';l.hli'l}' economy. Bur if we Iy to dm'q.'inp
mL"g‘i !'!1‘\1 |]L"L'["- N Certam ]1].||.'L"‘1., "ﬂ.ll'.'i'l. a5 tl'“," F'\'."bbil:
Mine near Bristol Bav, or if proper mitigation
isn't in effect o ensure surrounding warersheds
aren’t polluted long after a mine is closed, mining
can spell disaster for warer quality, fish and
DU SOOI ?l'l'!l:l.'.

."LT}' dad and mom moved to southeast Alaska
in their early rwenties because their home state
of California had exterminared all its brown
bears, dammed its overs and killed off most of
its wild srocks of sal

wor, The rest of the worlds

wild salmon runs had died off or were \"ﬂ.‘it‘]:..'
diminished, but i Alaska and northern Britsh
Columbia populations remained  healthi Foe
12,000 years before my dad and mom arrived—
l:;gmnln;_ at the end of the Pleistocene when
the massive glaciers receded from whar

Chais hiler

Southeast—Tlingie, Haida, Teimshian and -urh:.r Narve people lived here,
largely depending on the bounty of salmon to sustan their rich colmres. To
this day salmon are an intricate part of the eultures of the Tlingie, Haida,
Tsimshian and many other people who live along the min-sodden coast and
rivers snaking decp into the rainforest. Salmon are our food and a big part of
our livelihoods. Paula Dobbyn, Director of Communications for the Alaskan
chapter of Trout Unlimited, wrote in an Indian Conmtry ardele thar southeast
Alaska seafood industry produced 5641 million worth of fish in 2011, which
created 17,500 jobs and $468 million in wages. A million visitors tour the
arca every year, spending about a $1 billion. Many come hoping to hook
into a salmon.

somenmes when I'm away oo long from my home, the smell of salmon
will suddenly permeare me. When I'm really homesick the stench becomes
patticularly rich—like a spawned-out and rotting chum carcass. To this day my
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Top to bottom: A gillnet fishing vessel drifts in the mouth of the Taku River.
The 8,584-foot. Devil's Paw. the high point of the Juneau lcefield, on the
Alaska-British Columbia border rises in the distance. Gillnet fisherman, Greg
Turner, holds a sockeye caught in Taku Inlet,

mom sometimes chases me with a stick of
deodorant upon my homecoming—kind
of embarrassing when vou're 32 years
old. Bur smelling fishy is something I've
learned to be prmui of, so much so that
if 1 see or experience something pood or
cool, T often just say “that’s fishy” I'm
hoping the term carches on. Smelling
fishy will finally become a good thing
Lame jokes aside, last winter I heard
a murmuring of something very unfishy
going on in northwest British Columbia
along the sensiove headwarers of the
Taku, Stkine, Iskut, Skeena, Unuk, MNass
and other salmon-rich rvers. A nearly
billion-dollar, 214-mile-long transmission
Iine, heavily subsidized by Canadian
raxpayers, was coming o completion. It
wasn't being buile to save money for the
'l.'i]]ﬂ!_r'g- of Iskur, pn]'uu[mit:n 400}, or ger
them off using diesel for their penerators
like some Press relations folks routed.
It was being built to power a wave of
mining, petroleum and  hydro projecrs

that have the buzz and none of the charm
of the Klondike gold rush.

At first | shrugged the gloom and
doom off—as much as T appreciate wild
places and want them preserved so future
generatons might have some sanctuary
from civilization, it wasn't my place o get
worked up over what was happening in
another country. Every country deserves a
chance to develop its resources and better
its economy. My retirement plan may be
living under a tarp on Admiralty Island
while growling at brown bears, but 1 know
other people have different ideas about
how they'd like to live our their golden
vears. Over beers and halibut nachos,
Chris Miller, who works as a commercial
fisherman and photographer, shot me a
guestioning look when I expressed my
[1,'11":.1‘!".';'[]1,‘5‘-' L 08 ] i_'_t,'f 1INV I'l'\'{.'l:l I A |‘||IL'|.'
COLMLTY s affairs.

“But the mining developments in B.C.
are one of the biggest environmental
threats southeast Alaska and our fish have
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Eik Hardcasthe

ever faced.” Miller said
I brushed off the
statement the best 1 could

rhidity of the
ut my halibut
and beer buzz rapidly faded when 1

r o, Briish

began 1o research
Columbias econ r rooted in
at least 1,200 mining

wes  in Vancouwver

mining—there

exploration  compas
alone—and the pr
blueprint that shows that northwest B.C.
will be the foeal poant or IS fumire I‘|'|'LI!1iI'I_1;
interests. As ve already said, 1 believe
a country has cvery dght 1o develop its
problem 1o thas

15 rolled out a

resources, bur there’s
case. Many of the mines
to be one of the larrest

(e |‘l T rivl.'L'N'l.{
pen pat mines

in the word—are alone the headwarers

of Southeast’s bigee jucing salmon
rivers, The potential for bill
s to mix with

some of the last wild salmon overs in the

s of ons

of conmminated

world is a serious threat 1o a 12, (K-vear-
old legacy of salmon giving themselves to
people, our economy and way of life.

I'm not a biologist, or |1.|'.':i1:l.1|:1r|1_.'
intelligent for that martter
going to be honest, 'm a lousy sport
fisherman. 1 frequently mooch off my
brothers, who fill their freezers with king,

and. if I'm

sockeve and coho salmon every summer.
But I'm intelligent enough to know that
Southeast’s
resource that ners millions for the smre's

fisheries—a sustainable
economy, feeds millions of people and
provides multitudes with the only real
meaning they have in life—is something
worth standing up for and protecting,
Richard Peterson, newly elected President
of Central Council of Tlingit and Haida
Indian Tribes of Alaska, made it very clear
at a May 14 meeting in Juneau of some
of the Tahltan, Tlingit and Haida leaders
that he believed some of the m

3 mining
projects will have devastaung ctfects on
Southeast. He said he's pro-development,
but “not at the sake of our resources.”
Peterson, other Mative Alaskans, First
MNation people of Canada, Sport- and
commercial fshermen, ':.~|->|n_._'|~|x, Trout
Unlimired, Rivers Withour Borders and
other non-profits are working together to
try 1o slow, and in certain cases prevent,
developments in B.C.

Beginning in the late 19905 a “rsunami™
of dc'..'L-]u;\mcnr_ drven I_'I:\. Asian markets
hungry for minerals, had begun I(J“:I]'I._‘L[
Brinsh Columbia.
Previously protected by its remoteness,
the region has been the home to Tahlwan,

across northwes

Gitanyow and other First Nation people
for thousands of years. The 214-mile-
long Morthwest Transmission Line will
soon be completed and able w power
close o owo dozen mega-projects the
Province wants to build. According to the
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B.C. Environmental Assessment Office
(EACY) job plans, the province aims
get eight new mines operational and
alms to expand and upgrade nine mines
by 2015. One, Kerr-Sulphurets-Mirchell
(KSM) mine—a project that is arpuably
l'ht' MOET WiHET
next Pebble

Central Council
“s0 much develog
B.C. homeland that she has a hard ume

1 being called the
ta McPhee, Tahlan
t, stated there is
going on in her

keeping track of whats going on—as
many as 250 ¢
FIVEN MOMmen!

xploration permits ar any

“Some we're saving ves . Some we'ne
l’.ll:.'i-lf'litt'l.:-' &3
know

W no to, Some we don'’t
i McPhes  3aid
at the meeting The Tahlman’s greatest
concern, which McPhee said her people
speak with one voice against, is fracking
and mining developments in the “sacred
headwarers" of the Sokine, Skeena and
Mass rvers. McPhee introduced her elder,
Mary Dennis, wihs
other Tahltan people was arrested while
peacefully protestng Shell Oil Company’s
proposed 1

headwaters.” Recently, Shell withdrew irs
interests in the remon, a testament tha
people like Mary Dennis, who stand up
for what they believe, do have the power
ns, MNow Dennis,
thers are trying to

Enoni

with several

frac King the “sacred

to stop big corpora
McPhee and many «
prevent @ massive open pit coal mine
from being bullt by Formune Minerals in
the same area.

Dunng the last few years the Canadian
hard at work
slashing and weakening its environmental
n—gul-.uh ms. In 2012 Canada made a Very
move and  significantly
revised irs Fishenes Act—doing away
with a prohibition on “harmful alteration,
disruption or destruction of fish habitar,”

government has  been

controversial

Thar same vear, hundreds of Canadian
SCIENSTS letter 1o the prime
minister stating their disapproval of axing
the habitat protection from the Fisheries
Act. “We believe...that the weakening of
habitar protection in section 35 of the
Fisheries Act will negatively impact water
quality and fisheries across the country,
and could undermine Canada’s attempt
to maintain internatonal credibility in the
environment,” they wrote,

b L |

Anne Casselman, a respected science
wrter, wrote in an article for Mature:
Tnternational [ eekh _,l'.u.r.'n.l;.l.n" .?,r' Setenee that
“A 1989 study of North American fish
exuncoons  found rthar  almost
quarters of extincoons in a [i)I'J-':.'q_-ar
]"I:.‘l"-it:l.] were caused 1::{ habitat alteration.™

In 2012, Canadas prime
Stephen Harper, also weakened the
Mavigable Warers Protection Act. B.C.

three-

minister,

Premier Chrsty  Clark and
the EAD are working o
shorten  the environmental
process as owell
as using F‘f[n’i['lfllll rﬂ"n'i.l;:'\.'\""\'
of tederal whenever
possible. Chnstopher Pollon,
a Canadian  environmental
journalist, WO in a
December, 2012 issue of
”J:'g'.h Connfry Neny that “Some
of northwestern BC% LLL':.'
rivers—the Taku, the Unuk,
the Mass and the Stkine—

ASECSSMICNE

s tead

will no longer be protecred.™
The article goes on o say that
“H:u'pu.'r -Z:u]:it:'j Tu:pl.".lh:l;! the
Canadian  Assessment  Acr..
thousands of projects  that
would have undergone federal
environmental scrutiny will no
longer be assessed.”

There are no boundaries
separating B.Cs water from
Alaskas water. Our fisheries
are interconnected—much
of the salmon we carch
were born in Canada before
1'i'|ig|".1tj|‘|;; to Alaska and out
into the Pacific Ocean. Both
countries are dependent on
the other o keep our shared
healthy—harkening
ick to the Boundary Water
Treary of 1909 between the
US. and Canada. The treary o
essentially states thar neither

TEsOurce

country should generate water [ :i' f g

pollution that causes injury
td the health or property
of its neighbor. With many
of the proposed mines and
existing mining projects along
the Taku, Stukine, Iskur and
Unuk rvers, the ]'.arn'l'.uah:iljr_\'
of Canada viclating the treaty
and significanty  impactng
southeast  Alaska’s  fsheries
15 high. Furthermore, in the case of all
these mines, Alaska will see none of
the economic benehts bur will assume a
remendous amountof the environmental
and cconomic risk. An overwhelming
COMNCErn i?'l "L'L'hl::l 15 t_':(:l.ll'l_‘L: ({8] 'FI;'I,:.' TI'II.'
bil.li'“l'.l."* l:il:r L:|1 J]]fl.l'h Once th‘Ff I'I.'I:iﬂl:_‘l" {!H.‘it
down o prevent acid mine leakage into
watersheds—and if they'll sty good
to their word, The mining industry’s
track record is remarkably poor in this
regard. Many mining companies have
cashed out huge dividends to employees
in the upper ranks and sharcholders
before declaring bankruptey and leaving
the mess for taxpayers o deal with.
Cleanup and water treatment mitigation
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Top to bottom: Acid drainage from
the Tulsequah Chief Mine discolors
a leaking contaminate pond rnext
to the Tulsequah River in British
Columbia, Canada. Sandy Cralg,
a Cross Sound froller and long-liner,
holds a nice king salmon. Coho
salmon en the cleaning table of g
Cross Sound trolier.

programs’ incredible costs  frequently
rake this i!':'l]'n::mtil]]t: for taxpayers o
accomplish. British Columbia has offered
no believable guarantees their mines will
|JL' li:l.l.':l.[:ll‘l'.‘l ||.'|r.| 'il.ﬁ'l’.'f t]'u.":."n..' .‘;h'l.l.[ l;ll'r'-l'ﬂ.
Alaska’s appears
lackadaisical, even apathetic over whart's
happening in the transboundary region.

L"l: wernment
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1 Kerr-Sulphurets-Mitchell Mine (KSM): Located on a fributary of the Unuk River, the mast productive salmen river in
o southern southeast Alaska and a spawning ground for all five species of Pacific salmon, hooligan and other species
of fish. This preject poses the single greatest threat. The mine, being developed by Seabridge Gold. Inc.. if approved,
may produce 10 billen pounds of copper, 133 milion cunces of siver, 38 milion ounces of gold and 200 milion pounds of
malybdenum, making it one of the biggest undeveloped gold projects in the world, Three massive pits would be mined,
and one would be as deep, at nearly a mile, as the deepest mine in the world. Over its projected 52-veor life. it's estimated
to produce more than 2 billion tons of tallings, more than 80% of which would produce acid. Two dams, as tall—nearly a
thousand feet—and wider than the Hoover Dam, would be needed to contain talings and contfarninated water. Water
freafment costing an estimated 525 millicn o year would be needed for at least 200 yeors affer the mine closes down,
meaning someaone is going to have to pay at least §5 billon for treatment, zero structural failures can occur, no significant
nafural catastrophes can happen and ne human efrer can eccur in order fo keep the Unuk River from becoming polluted.
The KSM mine, with its gargantuan scale and likely potential for disaster, has much of southeast Alaska horrified. The Junaau
Empire editorial board wrote on KSM: "Leaving Alaskans with all risk, zero beneft” on April 27, 2014; "It's what happens once
the mine closes down that gamers the greatest concemn. In short, it doesn’t make good business sense for Seabridge, or
whomever is desmed responzible for the defunct mine. to continue to pay the estimated 525 millon each year (that's
assuming no maintenance is needed) to maintain full ﬂmcﬂomliy of the water treatment fociity.”

P

3 Tulsequah Chiet Mine: Located on the Tulsequah River, flowing from the Juneau lcefield and a tributary of the Taku

River, this mine was closed down in 1957 when its owner declared bankruptcy. t's been leaking acid into the Taku ever

since, Different mining companies have been ordered by the Canadian government fo clean the mine up, but it's
yet to happen. B.C.'s current plan is to redevelop and expand the existing Tulsequah Chief and Big Bull mines. The mine s
expected to produce three million tons of tailings over its eight- to ten-year lite cycle.

The Taku River is considered to have the biggest salmon run of any river in Southeast. It supports a large fleet of glinetters
and contributes to the catch of trollers, seiners. sport- and subsistence fishermen In Alaska. On the Canadian side. numenous
fishermen setnet both commercially and for subsistence. The Taku River Tlingit First Nation, who heavily depend on the salmon
for subslstence, filed a suit In the B.C. Supreme Court to stop further development of the mine.

4,

Red Chris Mine: This open pit mine, owned by Imperial Metals, would be near the Stikineg, Nass and Skeena rivers—three
major salmon rivers in the Tahltan’s “sacred headwaters” region. It's projected to produce 300 million tons of tailings
owver its 28-year life, There are serious questions over the feasibility of dams and water freatment programs that would
keep the taiings from poliuting watersheds. Tallings would need to be submerged in woter and treated in perpetuity. The
Red Chyis mine was at the center of MiningWatch Canada's case against the Canadian government. The Supreme Court of
Canada ruled against the Canadion governmeant, stating that “the federal government connot split projects into arfificially
srrvcill parts to avoid rigorous assessmients.”
The Tahitan and Imperial Minerals appear to be coming closer fo an agreement, but there’s still an overwhelming amount
of concermn across the border over how salmon will be affected and whether or not Imperial Metals will henor its word to
rmaintain the talings impoundments in perpetuity.




WANT TO GET INVOLVED?

You can write or emaill Senator Lisa Murkowski, Senator Mark Bagich
and House Representative Don Young. urging them and the U.S.
Department of State to engage with Canadian officials and take an
active role in the development of the southeast Alaska/British Columbia
transboundary region and to protect southeast Alaska’s wild salmon.
Wisit www.salmonbeyondborders.org for more information and to sign

a statement of concern to Secretary of State John Kerry.

MNumercus Canadian  and  American
biologists, fishermen and  concerned
citizens have sent letters to both Canadian
and US povernments stating  their
concern and asking for assistance to assure
both countries’ fisheries, economies and

cultures are not damaged in the mining
boom. As of writing this, our state and
federal branches of povernment have
failed to ger involved and stand up for
Southeast’s  inrerests.  Kyle  Moselle,
large-project coordinator for the Alaska

Deparmment of Natural Resources, in
a 2004 fuwean Empive article essenually
defended the plan to construet the KSM
mine, Seabridge Gold (the company
currently behind the KSM project) or the
unknown company that will buy the mine,
has offered no believable guarantees it
would pay 35 billion to assure the water
is treated and doesn’t pollute the Unuk
River for the 200 or however many
years necessary after the mine closes
Trying to brush off the concern for the
environment and a sustinable economy,
Muoselle said, “B.C. has water puidelines;
they also have mining regulations. They
have an environmental review process.”
He went on to state Canada’s guidelines
and regulations are similar o those in
the US. Why Moselle and other stare
officials appear to support large foreign
industries with no investment in southeast
Alaska'’s fisheres and toursm jobs leaves
me batfled.

I'm not sure what the future has in
store for wild salmon, Alaskas cultures
and economy. It won't be good if we
don't stand up, like Mary Dennis, the
Tahltan elder who's been fighting for
vears to protect her home. At 71, she
hunts her own moose, sheep and earibou.
She carches her own fish, tans her own
moose hides and wants 1o see her young
people doing the same thing,

“As long as I'm standing, I'll be

rotecting  our  sacred  headwaters,”
Dennis said during the meeting of
Tahltan, Tlingit and Haida leaders in
Juneau. Also at the meeting was Wade
Davis, an aeclaimed awthor, Naoonal
Geographic Explorer in Residence and
part-time  resident of northwest B.C,
who spoke of “our hauntng capacity to
forger” to what's happened to fish and
wildlife populations around the world. He
referenced how a number of species, like
the passenger pigeon thar once darkened
the sky and the Amercan bison that
once stretched in the millions across the
Great Plains, were exterminated in just a
few short years. It seems unfathomable
that southeast Alaska and northern B.Cs
wild salmon could disappear, but people
thought similarly about recently depleted
or extinct animal species, Its up o us,
those who know the blessing of southeast
Alaska’s 12,000-vear-old legacy of salmon
and people, to ensure thar its not our
generation that is the lase o carch and eat
a wild Taku, Stikine or Unuk river salmon.

| 2N

Bijorn Dille fs o niter beved oot of Jrnean. He
can be reached at biorndibide yaboo.com.
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