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()ur cir- i l izat ion c. i : :
farts ot ult.-.a-elr..:'
hou'ling u'olf pLLprrr
hayc dif f iculn irr: : . .
ou t  o f  he  mp.  I : r . : '
car\-ed atlatl t|on: .. '

ax/ I ' r-e a ls 'rr s l  . ,r : '  .
t i t le gctt ing qi lur! :

N , Ios t  o f  L rs  1 , . : r .
I f  c lonc  in  r  1 . r ' , , ' . .
manner' ,  n- ining c.. : :
on  t he  en \ - i f ( ) n l l t : r '  . : l

ancl  hcal t l -n '  cc()r  : : l

mcga  P fOJcc t s  I r l  !  ! : ' . , :

N { i nc  nea l  l l r i : r ,  .  l i . ,

i s r - r ' t  i n  e f f c c r  r , ,  . " ' .

aren' t  pol lutc. l  l ,  , : r -  . , : "

can spcl l  c i is : r . r . :  : '
( )uf  cc()n() l - l t \ .

NI I  dacl  r tnr l  n ' . ,  : : :  :

i n  t h c i l  e a r l \  t \ i ! : : ' : . -

o f  ( l a l i f r r l n i r r  l r . r . l  . ,

be zirs, clat-nr-r.rc.i :' . : : .

i t s  r r . i l c l  s t ocks  ,  , :  - . .  : : .

s - i l t l  sa lmon  rL i : : .  : '

c l i r -n in ishct l .  l rLn : :  .
( l o l r - r r nb ia  p r ) r r :  . '  "

: ' .  i  )n : ] t \ lu  r l t ts t ,  unlcotn

! ( ircfg\ qcne ratecl br
, r '  \  qrv l ( )nq.  ( ) r - rc tvould

. i  r ruck ,  r r  f lshing boat

:,, hr-rntir-rg t'itl-r a l-rancl-
'u cut rl( )\\'1r l-ith a stone

lrLr t  ]  h:u 'c a har i l  enough

r ' .  r i t l c .

::.1 ,nr fhc rr-rining inclustr\'.

:.(Jul;1tc(l ancl c<.rnsiclcrate
' . .  : r r i r r i rn:r l  ncgat ive ef fccts
:  .  . . . ^ : - ^ 5 l e

, . t l  L  r  r l  . t  ) U J t q t l I l . l (

I j : i :  i i  s 'e trr- to dcvelop
r: : . ' . iccr. such as thc Pebble
. ' :' it pr()pcr rnitigation

: . 'un- ( )L rnc l ing  watersheds
.: . ,  :r inc is closecl,  rnining
: .  . ,rrr clual i tv, I lsh and

, , :  r , ,  i r ) u f l ) r . 1 l s t  . \ l a s k n
- -. i ,r :c thcir horl lc stare

. .  :  : :rn.rtc( l  al l  i ts bros'n
: - . , :r . l  ki l lcr l  off  ntost of

"i ire rcsf olt thc t'orld's
: . :: , .i oli ()r \\'cfc vasth'
-, . .  .rrrt l  l r()rthcrn l l r i t ish

. :'rnr:rincd healthy. For
12,(XX) tcars lrcI ' , :e : : :  . i . r t l  :rnd rnoff1 41d1rsd-
bcuinning nt rlrc cr',.i ' ,f rhe Pieistocene when
thc massir.e glecicr-. rcccclccl from rvhat is norv
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larqelt' dc1-rcnclinq on thc lror.u'ttv oi salt-non to sustain thcrr lich cr-rltures. Tcr
this r lat saltnon rrc ur.t  intr ic:rtu lrxrt,r i  thc cultures of thc 

- l- l i r tgi t ,  
Haida,

Tsirnshian ancl matrv othct ' l rcoplc s,ho l ivc akrng t irc rain-soclclcn c()ast and
rivcrs straliiuq clecp into thc rrunfirrest. Salrlon arc our frrocl ancl a big part of
or-rr livclihoocls. Par-rla l)obixn, Dilcctor oi (-or.nmunications firr thc r\laskan
chaptcr of Tror-rt L-nlimitcrl. s'rote in ut Irrlltlt (.otrtt/r.l articlc that southeast
r\ lasl<a scaibocl inclustrv proclr-rcccl S(r.11 mil l ion \\ 'orth () i  f ish in 2{)11, shich
create(l  17,5t)0 jobs and S'tr61J mil l ion in s'ur1cs.;\  mil l ior-r visi tols tour thc
arca cvcrl  vear, sper"rr l ins ab()ut a $1 bi l l ion. \ Ianr-conrc holr inq to hook
ir-rto a salnon.

Sometimcs \\'hen I'm a\\'lry r()o long fi'om m1'home, tlie snrcll of salmon
s'ill suclclenlv permcrte mc. \\'hcn I'n-r lcallv homcsick thc stench becomcs
particularl\ rich-likc a spasnecl-out ancl rotting chum caLcess. To this clar- rnr-
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Top to bottom: A gillnet fishing vessel drifts in the mouth of the Toku River,
The 8,584Jooi. Devil's Pow,the high point of the Juneou lcefield, on the
Alosko-British Columbio border rises in the distonce, Gillnet fishermon, Greg
Turner, holds o sockeye cought in Toku Inlet.

er.er faced," Ilillcr ..ri.:
I  brushed otJ thr : : :  r i r iJi tr- of the

statement the besr I  e ,  , : : . . i .  :)ut rrJ- hal ibut

and beer buzz rr l . i . : .  :- .r .1crl  s 'hen I

began to reseatch .,r h.::-. .-, ,:rrq on. British
Co lumb ia ' s  cco l ( , n t \  l -  : r

mining-therc rr ' (  .1 .-. . .  l  . l l  r{  }  mininq
exploration c()nrl)iur:.- :rr \hncouver

alone-and the pr.r. incc :r.r .  rol led out a
blueprint that shorr s th.u :r, 'rths-est B.C.
rv i l l  bc  rhe  focr )  p , , i r r r  ' :  : ' -  iL r r t r re  min ing
interests. As I'r-c rlrc:r.i', ..ritl. I beLier-e
a  count r ) '  hes  e tc l r  :  i : l r r  r '  '  . l c1 'g lop  i t s
resources, but therc'. .r rr, ,blcrn in this

case. Nfanr. of thc tr-r inc. ,  ,rrc projectcd
t o  b e  o n c  o f  t h .  l , r r t . - r  ' , l . t r )  f i t  m i n c s

in the rvorld-arc ulor.ts thc heachvatets
of Southeast 's bigge st P1,,1lsr6l11g salmon
rivers. The potcnnxl t .r  l r i l l iorrs of tons

of contaminatecl teilinqs t,, rnix with
some of the last s' i l t l  srrLr,,rr r ir-crs in the
g'orlcl is a serions t[rc:rt r, , :r 12.000-vear'-

old legact,of salmon giviug thct lseh-es t<r
people, ()ur ec()n() l lv enrl  r i , tr  of l i fc.

I 'm not a biokrqist.  , ,r  part iculadt '
intelligent for thrt nrrrttcr--:ur(I, if I'm
going to be honcst, I 'nr ,r  lousl- sport
f isherman. I  frcclucnth ur,, ,rcl t  off  mt'
brothcrs, s'ho fiIl thcir trcczcrs s'itl-r king,

sockeYe and coho salntolt clcrt sLlmmer.
But I'm intelLiE5cnt cnouqh to knorv that
Southeast's Ilshcrics-:r sustainable
resourcc that nets rrilli0ns tirr the state'.s
econom),, feecls millions ,,i people ancl
proviclcs muitituclcs t'ith thc onlv real
meaning thel havc in l i tc is somcthinq
worth standine up tirr :rnrl protccting.
Richatd Peterson, ncs-ll clcctccl Prcsiclent
of Central Counci l  oi  Tl inqit  ancl Haicla
Indian Tribes of ,\laska, nr:rtlc it r-erl clear
at a NIal '  14 mcetinq in, lr-rrrcrru of some
of thc Tahltan, Tlineit ar.rd I lricla leaclers
that he believed sr>mc of thc n-tc.ga mininq

proiects l'ill havc clcr-ast:tting effects ttn
Southcast. Hc saicl hc's pro-rlcr-elc4rn-rent,
but "not at the sakc of or.rr Lcsources."
Peterson, othcr Natir-c .\laskans, Irirst
Nation peoplc of Canarla, sport- and

commercial fishcrrnen, biokrgists, Trout
Un[n-ritecl, Rivers \\'itl-rout l]otclcrs ancl
()ther n()n-profits ate rorkinq t()gethcr to
try to slos; anc'l in ccrtain cascs prevent,
developments in B.C.

Beginning in tl.rc late 199t)s a "tsunarni"

of development, cltir-en br' ;\sirn markets
hungrv frrr mir"rerals, hacl bcgun rolling
across north\\'e st Brirish Coiumbia.
Previouslr prot(ctcrl  bv irs rcm( )tcncss.
the reg5ion has bccn the hor.r.rc to Tahltan,
Gitanvorv ancl other First Nation people
for thousands t>f r-ears. Thc 214-mile-
lons Notths.est Transmission Line s'ill
soon be completecl and able to Po\i,rer
close to tr.vo dozcn meea-projects the
Pror.ince \\ants to build. .\ccording to the
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mom sometime s chascs me with a stick of
dcoclorant up()n ffrl homecoming-kind
of embarrassing rvhen xru're 32 \'ears
olcl. But smclling fishy is somcthins I'\'e
learned to be proud of, so much so that
if I sec or expcrience s()mething qoocl or
cool, I often just sar' "that's fish1'." I'm
hoping the tcrm catches on. Smelling
6shv rvill finallv become a good thing.

I-ame jokes aside, Iast rvinter I heard
a murmuring of something verv unlish)'
going on in northwest British Colurnbia
along the sensitir.e headrvaters of the
Taku, Stikine, Iskut, Skecna, Unuk, Nass
ancl other salmon-rich rivers. A nearly
bi l l i ,  rn-dol lar, 2 I  4-milc-L rng trensrnission
Line, heavill subsidizecl bv Canadian
taxpa)'ers, rvas coming to completion. It
rvasn't being built to savc mone\. for the
r-illage of Iskut, population 400, or get
them off using diesel f<l their generators
Like some ptess relations folks touted.
It u'as beins built to power a rvave of
mining, petroleum anci hldro projects

that har.c thebuzz and none of the charm
of the Idonclike golcl rush.

At first I shrugged the gloom ancl
doom off-as much as I appreciate 'uvilcl

piaces and want them presefl'cd so future
generations might have sofflc sanctuar\'
from civilization, it rvasn't my place ro gcr

worked up o\rer what rvas happening in
another countrt'. Evett' countrt' dcscfi'es a
chance to clcr-elop its resources and bettcr
its econom1.. NIv rctiremcnt plan mav bc
Iiving unclcr a tarp ()11 Adrniralw Island
rr'hile grou'ling at bro\\'n bears, but I knos'
other pe()ple have cliffcrent icleas about
how they"d lilie to lir.e out thcir golden

vears. Over beers and halibut nachos,
Chds NIiller, s.ho rvorks as a commercial
fisherman and photographer, shot me a
questioning look rvhcn I expressed mv
tentativeness to get in\-oh'ed in another
countrv's affairs.

"But the mining clevelopments in B.C.
arc one of the biggest environmental
threats southeast Alaska and our fish have

6 0  w w w , F i s h A l o s k o M o o o z i n e . c o m  O c t o b e r / N o v e m b e r  2 0 ' l 4



B.C. Environmcntl l  \ : :c:smcnt ()f f icc's

@AO) lob  p lens .  rh .  p ror  i r rcu  . r ims ro
get eight nes'nrinc: rrpcr:rr ional ancl
aims to expancl ,rn.l upgretlc nine mines
by 2015. One. Kcrr-Sr-r lphurcrs \ I i tchel l
(I{SN! mine-:r f r( )iccr rh:rt is arsuabh'
the most s-orris, )nrc-i> bcinc called the
next Pebble. . \r tnitr  \ lcPhee, Tahltan
Central Counci l  l )rc:rr lcnt. statcd there is
"so much de\cl( )pl lcnr '  qoinrl  on in her
B.C. homelanrl rhrr :hc hes a hard t ime
keeping treCk oi s'h:tt's g()ing on-as
man)' as l-11 ) c5plorrtion pcrmits at anl'
glven m()ment.

"Some tvc'rc :.rvir.rg I'cs to, Sorne we'te
definitell savirrL n, r ro. Some we don't
knor.v enouqh .rb,ur." ]IcPhee said
at the mccdrril. 

'l'hc 
Tal-rlten's sreatest

concern, s'hich \ lcl)hcc saicl hcr people
speak with onc l,icr :rqrlinst, is fracking
and mininC cl€\-(l, )pnrcnts in the "sacred
headrvaters" oi rhc Strkinc, Skeena and
Nass rivers. IIcl)hcc inrroclucecl her elder,
Mar\, Dcnnis. s'hr, ,tLrnq tlith several
other Tahltan pcr';rlc s'rs errcsted rvhile
peacefully protcsrins Shcll ()il Compani"s
proposed irackinq in tl-rc "sacred
headwaters." Rcccntlv. Shell rvithclrew its
interests in thc rcgi, ,r .r .  x tcstament that
peopie like \Iarv l)cnnis, $'h() stand up
for what thel bclicvc. clr have the power
to stop big corpor:rri()r1s. Now Dennis,
NfcPhee and mrln\' ,rrhers are trying to
prevent a massivc ()pcn pit coal mine
from being built ll Iirrtune Minerals in
the same area.

During the last ti's' r'ears the Canadian
government has bccn hard at wofk
slashing ancl s'eakcninq its environmental
regulations. In 2( )12 (lanada made a ver1,
contfoversial m( )\'c and significandy
re'r'ised its Fisherics Act-doing arvay
with a prohibition on "harmful alteration,
disruption or desrmction of fish habitat."
That same lear, hunclreds of Canadian
scientists senr a letter to the prime
minister stating their clisapproval of axing
the habitat protection from the Fisheries
Act. "\\'e believc...that the rveakening of
habitat protection in section 35 of the
Fisheries Act s,'ill neeatively impact water
quality and fisherics across the country,
and could undermine Canada's attempt
to maintain international credibiliq'in the
environment," thet' rvrote.

Anne Casselman, a respected science
writer, wrote in an article for l{ature:
International Vkek!, Joarna/ af Science that
'.A 1989 study of North American fish
extinctions found that almost three-
quarters of extinctions in a 1OO-vear
period rvere caused by habitat alteration."

In 2072, Canada's prime minister,
Stephen Harper, also weakened the
Navigable Waters Protection Act. B.C.

Premier Chdsq' Clark and
the EAO are working to
shorten the environmental
assessment process as vrell
as using provincial reviervs
instead of federal whenever
possible. Christopher Pollon,
a Canadian environmental
journalist, wrote in ^
December, 2012 issue of
Htgb Counhy Ns,/r that "Some
of northwcstern B.C.'s k.)
d1rs15-1hs Taku, the Unuk,
the Nass and the Sdkine-
will no longer be protected."
The article goes on to say that
"Harper (also) repealed the
Canadian Assessment Act...
thousancls of projects that
rvould have undetgone federal
enrrironmental scrutint. rvill no
longer be assessed."

There ate no boundaties
seParating B.C.'s 'water from
Alaska'.s water. Our lisheries
are interconnected-much
of the salmon we catch
rvere born in Canada before
migrating to Aiaska and out
into the Pacific Ocean. Both
countries are dependent on
the other to keep our shared
resource healthr'-harkening
back to the Boundarl' Water
Treaq' of 1909 between the
U.S. and Canada. The treatl.
essentiallt' states that neither
countr\I should generate watef
pollurion that causcs injurl'
to the health or propert)'
of its neighbor. \X/ith man)'
of the proposed mines and
existing mining projects along
the Taku, Stikine, Iskut and
Unuk rir.ers, the probabiliq'
of Canada r,'iolating the treaq,
and significantly impacung
southeast Alaska's fishenes
is high. Furthermore, in the case of all
these mines, Alaska will see none of
the economic benefits but will assume a
ttemendous amount of the envitonmental
and economic risk. An ovenvhelming
concern is rvho is going to pay the
billions of dollars once these mines ciose
down to pre\rent acid mine leakage into
q721s1slrscls-and if thel/ll stav good
to their rvord. The mining industry's
track record is remarkablv Door in this
regard. Many mining companies har-e
cashed out huge dividends to employees
in the upper ranks and shareholders
before declaring banktuptc), and leaving
the mess for taxpal,ers to deal r.vith.
Cleanup and rvater trearment midgation

Top to bottom:Acid droinoge from
ihe Tulsequoh Chief Mine discolors
o leoking contominote pond next
io the Tulsequoh River in British
Columbio, Conodo. Sondy Croig,
o Cross Sound troller ond long-liner,
holds o nice king solmon. Coho
solmon on the cleoning toble of o
Cross Sound troller.

programs' incredible costs frequendl'
make this impossibie for raxpal'ers to
accomplish. British Columbia has offered
no believable guarafltees their mines will
be cleaned up after they're 5hu1 6.*'..

Alaska's goverflment appears
Iackadaisical, even apathetic over what's
happening in the transboundary region.
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THE FIVE MOST WORRISOME MINING PROJECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA THAT HAVE
SIGNIFICANT POSSIBILITIES OF NEGATIVELY IMPACTING SOUTHEAST'S FISHERIES ARE:

Ken-Sulphurefs-Mitchell Mine (KSM): Locoted on o tributory of ihe Unuk River, the most productive solmon river in
southern southeosl  Alosko ond o spowning ground for  o l l  f ive species of  Pocr f rc  solmon hool igor  ond other  spec,es
of  f ish,  This pro jec l  poses the s ingle greotest  threot  The mine.  being developed by Seobr idge Cold.  l rc  .  i f  opproved.

m o y p r o d u c e  l O b i l l i o n p o u n d s o f  c o p p e r .  l 3 3 m i l l i o n o u n c e s o f  s i l v e r , 3 8 m i l l i o n o u n c e s o f  g o l d o n d  2 O 0 m i l l i o n p o u n d s o f
molybdenum. moking i t  one of  the b iggesl  undeveloped gold pro jec is  in  the wor ld,  Three mossive p i ls  wourd be mined,
o.rd one would be os deep.  ot  neor ly  o mi le.  os the deepesl  mine in  + le wor lo.  Over i is  pro jected 52 yeor  l i 'e  i '  s  es ' imoled
'o oroduce r  ore 'hon 2 b i l l ion tons of  io : r ings nore 'hor  B0% o'  wl^ ich wou d p,oduce oc,d.  rwo do-s os to i  -neo' ly  o
thousond feet-ond wider thon the Hoover Dom, would be needed to contoin toil ings qnd contom ncted woter, Woter
l reolment  cosf ing on est imoted S25 mr, l ron o yeor  woLld oe needed fo 'ot ,eost  200 yeors of ler  lhe mine coses down.
meoning someone is going to hove to poy oi leost 55 bil l ion for treotment, zero structurol foilures con occur, no significont
natr rrnl natactranrrac ^Cn hqppen Ond nO humqn error COn OCCUr in Order tO keep the UnUk River frOm beCOming pOllUted,

The KSM mine,with its gorgontuon scole ond likely potentiol for disoster,hos much of southeost Alosko horrif ied.The Juneau
Emnira arl irnrinr r^ranrz-.r 1s19ts on KSM:"Leoving Aloskons with oll r isk,zero benefit" on April 27,2014; "lt 's whot hoppens once
the mine c loses down thot  gorners the greotest  concern.  In  shor t ,  i t  doesn' t  moke good business sense for  Seobr idge,  or
" 'h^-^ ' /^ '  '  ^^^m^^ responsib le for  the defunct  mine, to cont inue to poy the est imoted S25 mi  lon eoch yeor  ( thot 's
ossuming no mointenonce is  needed) to mointq in fu l l  funct ionol  ty  of  the woter  t rectment  foc i l l ty"

Golore Creek Mine: This open pit mine. ond its network of roods ond pipelines in the Stikine/lskut watershed, would
frogment ond degrode o huge swoth of f ish ond wildlife hobitot. According to NovoGold Resources Inc,, which owns
the mine with Teck Resources LTD, the mine would produce 6.2 bil l ion pounds of copper,4 mill ion ounces of gold ond

65.8 mill ion ounces of silver over on opproximote 18-yecr mine l ife. lt 's one of the world's lorgest undeveloped copper-gold-
silver deposits. It would be the lorgesi copper mine in Conodo, lt would generote oround 650 mill ion tons of poientiolly ocid-
generoting woste rock. Rivers Wilhout Borders wrote in o 2Ol2 stotement, "The proposed mine would impoct Gqlore, Scud,
Scotsimpson,Spholer,Porcupine,More ond lskut droinoges,oll of which flow into the Stikine River,on importont tronsboundory
syslem thot supports l9 fish species, including oll f ive species of Pocific Solmon,..A mine or toil ings impoundment foilure in
o region prone to ovolonches ond moderotely high seismic octivity could be cotostrophic," The Stikine River is generolly
considered the second most productive solmon river in southeost Aloskq.

Tulsequoh Chief Mine: Locoted on the Tu sequoh R ver. f lowing from the Juneou lcefield ond o iributory of the Toku
River, this mine wos closed down in 1957 when i1s owner declored bonkruptcy. lt 's been leoking ocid into the Toku ever
s ince,  Di f ferent  min ing componies hove been ordered by the Conodion government  to c leon the mine up,  but  i t 's

yef  to  hoppen.  B.C. 's  currenl  p lon is  to  redevelop ond expond lhe ex is l ing lu lsequoh Chief  ond Big Bul l  mines.  lhe mine is
expected io produce three mill ion tons of toil ings over its eight- to len-yeor l i fe cycle,

The -oku 
River  is  consoered to hove the b iggest  so l r ror  .un of  ony r iver  in  Soulheost . l l  supports  o lorge f lee-  o 'g l lne i 'e 's

ond contr lbutes to the catch of  t ro l lers,  se iners,  spor t -  ond subsistence f ishermen ln Alosko,  On the Conodion s ide,  numerous
f ishermen seinet  both commercio l ly  ond for  subsistence,  The Toku River  I l  ng i t  F i rs i  Not lon,who heovi iy  depend on the solmon
for  subsistence,  f i led o sui t  in  the B.C,  Supreme Court  to  s top fur iher  development  of  the mrne,

Schofl Creek Mine: Locoted off Schoft Creek in the Stikine/lskut wotershed,the proposed open pit mine would be built
by Copper Fox Metcls ond Teck Resources LTD. According to the Conodion Environmentol Assessment Agency, the
mine would hove q proposed ore production of up to l5O.O0O tonnes per doy over o minimol 1S-yeor operoting l ife. A

tonne equols 2,2O0.6 pounds,
According to Rivers Without Borders,"The proposed mine wil l generote over I bil l ion tonnes of woste rock,the mojority of the

wcste moteriol being ploced right olong the eqst side of Schqft Creek (which droins into the Stikine wotershed), Preliminory
studies of the woste rock suggests thot 

. l00 
mill ion tonnes is ossumed io be ocid generoting.., lf the mine is developed os

plonned, ihe mine, rood qccess ond infrostructure required by it wil l destroy ond contqminote wildlife ond fish hobitot in o
very wild, remote port of the ironsboundory region thot is currently without industriol intrusions of ony kind."

Red Chris Mine: This ooen pit mine, owned bv lmoeriol Metols, would be neor the Siikine, Noss ond Skeeno rivers-three
mojor solmon rivers in the Tohlton's "socred heodwolers" regron, lt 's prolected to produce 3OO mill ion tons of toil ings
over its 2\-year l i fe. There ore serious questions over the feosibil i ty of doms ond wqter treotmenl progroms thoi would

keep the toil ings from polluting wotersheds, Torlings would need to be submerged in woter ond ireoted in perpetuity, The
Red Chr is  mine wos o i  the center  of  Min ingWotch Conodo's cose ogoinst  the Conodion government .  The Supreme Court  of
Cot-odo 'L  ed ogoins l  l l -e  Conodion gove'n 'nen+.  s-o ' i rg  lho '  ' - ' re  feoerol  govern.rer '  co. r r^o l  so t  oro iec-s i r^ to or l i f ic io l lv
small ports to ovord rigorous ossessments."

The 
-o i i 'or  

ord mperol  Minero,s oppeor lo  oe coming c joser  ro on ogreemenr but  t ' rere s s ' i l l  or -  ove 'whelm rg o 'nount
of concern ocross the border over how solmon wil l be offected ond whether or not lmoeriol Metols wil l honor its word to
mointo in the to i l ings impoundments in  perpetu i ty ,
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TOCATION OF MINING PROJECTS IN BRITISH COTUMBIA
MENTIONED IO IHE LEFT

Department of Natural Resource s, in
a 2014 Jnneat Entpire article esscntiallr'
clefencled thc plan to construct thc I{SNI
mine. Seabriclge Gold (the companr.
cufrently behincl the I{SN[ project) or the
unknos'n companl that will buv the mine,
has offered no beler-able guarantees it
s'ould pat- $5 billion to assurc the srater
is treated ancl cloesn't pollute the Unuk
fur'et for the 200 or hos.ever man\-
vears necessarl after tl-re mine closes.
Tlling to brush off thc concern fr>r the
enrritonment and a sustainable economl',
Nlosclle said, "B.C. has t'ater euiclelines;
thcv also have rninins regulations. Ther-
havc an enviLonrnental t'erierv pLocess."
Hc rvent on to state Canada's gr-riclcLines
and regulations are similar to th()se in
thc U.S. \\'hl Nlosellc and othcr srate
officials appcar t() slrpp()1't laree f<rreign
inclustrics rvith no invcstrncnt in s()uthcast
Alaska's fishcrics and tourism jobs lcar.es
me baffled.

I'm not surc rvhat tl-re futurc has in
store for s.ilcl salmon, r\laska'.s cultures
ancl econom\'. It rxrn't be griocl if u'e
clon't stancl up, like Nlarl Dcnnis, the
Tahltan clclcr u'ho's bccn fightir.ru for
lcafs t() pf()tcct her homc. At 71, she
hunts her o\\'n m(x)sc, sl-rccp and caribou.
Sl-re catchcs hcL ourn fish, tans hcl' ou'n
mor>se hicles ancl s.ants to scc hcr yor-rng
peoplc cloine tl-rc sarnc thins.

'i\s lons as I'm stanclins, I'll be
pf()tecting ()Lrr sacrccl heaclvaters,"
Dennis sairl cluring thc mee tins of
Tahltan, TLindt ancl I laicla lendcrs in

Juncau. r\lso at the meeting rvas \\hde
Davis, an acclairnecl author, National
Geouraphic Iixpkrrer ir.r Rcsidencc and
part-tin-re rcsidcnt of northrvest B.C.,
rvh, r sp, rkc , r f  "r,ur hlundnrl capncit l  trr
forgct" to t'hat's happcr-rccl to fish ancl
rviicllifc populations arouncl the l'orlcl. FIe
refercnced horv a numbcr of specics, likc
the passengcr piseon that once clarkcned
the skv ancl tl.rc American bison that
oncc stretchecl in the millions acr()ss the
Great Plains, rvcrc exterrninated in just a
fcrv short t,ears. It seems unfathomable
that southeast i\laska ancl r-rorthern Il.(l.h
rr-ild salmon coulcl disappcar, but pct4rle
thor-rsht similar\, about rcccnd,v depleted
or extinct animal species. It's up tO us,
those t.ho knos'tl-re blessing of southeast
Alaskat 12,00[) vear-olcl legacv of salmon
and people, to ensure that itt not our

€lenefation that is the last to catch ancl eat
a u-ilcl Taku, Stikine or Unuk rir-er salmon.

.f',tr-q

Bjont Dilth is o n.'tiler baled att of' Juteat. I7e
can ba reaclterl al lynrndihle@yalttto.nn.
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WANT TO GET INVOLVED?
You con !./r te or email Senotor Liso Murkowski, Senofor Mork Begich

ond House Representotive Don Young, urging them ond the U.S.
Depcrtment of Stote to engoge with Conodion officiols ond toke on

octive role n the development of the southeost Alosko/British Columbio
tronsboundory region ond to protect southeost Alosko's wild solmon.
Visit www solmonbeyondborders,org for more informotion ond to sign

o stotement of concern to Secretorv of Stote John Kerrv

Numclous (-rrrreclian ancl r\merican cultures are not clamaged in the minine
biokreists. fishermcr-r ancl concernecl boom. ,\s of rvr.iting this, our state and
citizens h:r'c scr-rr lcrtcrs to both Canacliar-r fedcral branches of gor-ernment ha\-e
ancl L.S. qo\.clnrrents staring thcir failecl r<, get inr-.h-cd nnd srand up for
concem rrrrd :rsking tirr assistance to assllrc Southcast'-s intercsts. I{r.le llosellc,
both cor-rntncs' hshcrics, economies ancl large-project coorclinrtor for the Alaska
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