
City and Borough Assembly

CITY AND BOROUGH OF SITKA

Meeting Agenda

ASSEMBLY CHAMBERS

1332 Seward Ave.

Room 229

Sitka, AK 

(907)747-1811

Mayor Mim McConnell

Deputy Mayor Matt Hunter

Vice-Deputy Mayor Benjamin Miyasato

Aaron Swanson, Steven Eisenbeisz

Tristan Guevin, and Bob Potrzuski

Municipal Administrator: Mark Gorman

Municipal Attorney: Robin L. Schmid

Assembly Chambers6:00 PMMonday, May 2, 2016

Meeting to be held at the Sealing Cove Business Center 601 Alice Loop

SPECIAL MEETING

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. FLAG SALUTE

III. ROLL CALL

IV. NEW BUSINESS:

Board of Equalization

Convene as the Board of Equalization

A 16-084 Hear an appeal, and reach findings and decision, filed by Christine 

McGraw in regard to Lot One (1), North Woodbury Subdivision - Parcel 

2-4909-130

CBS Attorney Memo BOE Procedures.pdf

Motion BOE McGraw.pdf

Appeal packet McGraw.pdf

Attachments:

B 16-086 Hear an appeal, and reach findings and decision, filed by Dal Global 

Services, LLC dba Delta Airlines in regard to personal property 

referenced within appeal packet 2016-03 by reference

CBS Attorney Memo BOE Procedures.pdf

Motion BOE Delta.pdf

Appeal packet Dal Global Services, LLC dba Delta Airlines.pdf

Attachments:
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May 2, 2016City and Borough Assembly Meeting Agenda

V. PERSONS TO BE HEARD:

Public participation on any item on or off the agenda.  Not to exceed 3 minutes for any 

individual.

VI. EXECUTIVE SESSION

VII. ADJOURNMENT

Sara Peterson, CMC

Municipal Clerk

Publish: April 29
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Memo
To: Mayor McConnell and Assembly Members

From: Robin Schmid, Municipal Attorney

Date: May 2,2016

Re: Board of Equalization Procedures

These are the legal procedures regarding the Board of Equalization hearings set for
Monday, May 2, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. Although many of you already know, for new members, the
Assembly sits as the Board of Equalization to hear and decide property tax appeals, and two
property tax appeals have been filed this year.

Board of Equalization hearings are different from the other meetings at which the
Assembly votes on ordinances and resolutions.

1. Please do not discuss the issues or merits of any particular property tax appeal
with either the Assessor or any person who has appealed before the Board of Equalization meets.
(Those who appeal are called "Appellants.") Following this advice will allow the Board to
make decisions based on the record before it. Following this advice will also help prevent the
disqualification of the Assembly Member involved or even the invalidation of the decision made
by the Board of Equalization.

2. Unlike other Assembly meetings, Board of Equalization hearings are contested
adversarial proceedings in which the Appellant taxpayer and the Assessor choose the witnesses,
who are subject to cross-examination by the other side. The procedure used in Sitka has been as
follows:

A. Appellant makes presentation, with each witness subject to cross-examination
B. Assessor makes presentation, with each witness subject to cross-examination
C. Appellant gives rebuttal of Assessor's presentation (no new evidence)
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Step 1 
 

I MOVE TO CONVENE AS THE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 
 

Step 2 
 

PROCEDURAL ADVICE – Municipal Attorney Robin Schmid 
 

Step 3 
 

ITEM A – Christine McGraw 
 
Hear an appeal, and reach findings and decision, filed by Christine 
McGraw in regard to Lot One (1), North Woodbury Subdivision - 
Parcel 2-4909-130. 

 
Appellant makes presentation:  3 minutes 
 
Assessor makes presentation: 3 minutes 
 
Appellant gives rebuttal:  3 minutes 
 
Assessor gives rebuttal:  3 minutes 
 
Appellant closing argument: 3 minutes 
 
Assessor closing argument: 3 minutes 

 
 

Step 4 
 
The hearing is closed and the Board determines whether the assessment is unequal, 
excessive, improper or undervalued and clearly state the findings of fact relied on to 
reach the decision.  
 

POSSIBLE MOTIONS 
 

I MOVE TO uphold the appeal value of $52,700 for Lot One (1), 
North Woodbury Subdivision - Parcel 2-4909-130.  
 

OR 
 



I MOVE TO change the appeal value for Lot One (1), North 
Woodbury Subdivision - Parcel 2-4909-130 from $52,700 to 

$________. 
 

Step 5 
 

POSSIBLE MOTION 
 

I MOVE TO approve the following findings of fact and conclusions 
of law based upon the evidence and argument presented at the 

hearing of May 2, 2016 for Lot One (1), North Woodbury Subdivision 
– Parcel 2-4909-130: 

 
1) 
 
2) 
 
3) 

 
The Conclusion(s) of law for the assessment was: 

 (state one or more): 
 Unequal 
 Excessive 
 Improper 
 Under valuation 

 
Or, if the value is upheld 

 
 None of the above  

 
Step 6 

 
Next appeal – Item B 

 



April 27,2016

Re: 410 Kramer Ave Assessment Appeal

To \A/hom it May Concern,

This letter gives Chris McGraw, my agent, permission to speak on my behalf, Christine McGraw, during
the appeal hearing Monday May 2, 2016. Please call with questions or concerns.

Regards,

Christine M. McGraw

Cell (907) 738-0720
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Step 1 

 

PROCEDURAL ADVICE – Municipal Attorney Robin Schmid 
 

Step 2 
 

ITEM B – Dal Global Services, LLC dba Delta Airlines 
 
Hear an appeal, and reach findings and decision, filed by Dal 
Global Services, LLC dba Delta Airlines in regard to personal 
property referenced within appeal packet 2016-03 by reference. 

 
Appellant makes presentation:  3 minutes 
 
Assessor makes presentation: 3 minutes 
 
Appellant gives rebuttal:  3 minutes 
 
Assessor gives rebuttal:  3 minutes 
 
Appellant closing argument: 3 minutes 
 
Assessor closing argument: 3 minutes 

 
 

Step 3 
 
The hearing is closed and the Board determines whether the assessment is 
unequal, excessive, improper or undervalued and clearly state the findings of fact 
relied on to reach the decision.  
 

POSSIBLE MOTIONS 
 

I MOVE TO uphold the appeal value of $87,900 for personal 
property referenced within appeal packet 2016-03 by reference. 
 

OR 
 

I MOVE TO change the appeal value for personal property 
referenced within appeal packet 2016-03 by reference from 

$87,900 to $________.  



 
Step 4 

 
POSSIBLE MOTION 

 

I MOVE TO approve the following findings of fact and 
conclusions of law based upon the evidence and argument 

presented at the hearing of May 2, 2016 for personal property 
referenced within appeal packet 2016-03 by reference: 

 
1) 
 
2) 
 
3) 

 
The Conclusion(s) of law for the assessment was: 

 (state one or more): 
 Unequal 
 Excessive 
 Improper 
 Under valuation 

 
Or, if the value is upheld 

 
None of the above 

 
 

Step 5 
 

RECONVENE MOTION 
 

I MOVE TO RECONVENE AS THE ASSEMBLY IN REGULAR 
SESSION. 
 



ifkA - ASSESSMENT APPEA

APPEAL GUIDELINES:

Alaska Statute 29J5.110(b) The appellant bears the burden of proof. The only grounds for
adjustment ofassessment are proofof unequal excessive, improper, or under valuation based on
facts that are stated in a valid written appeal or proven at the appeal hearing. Ifa valuation is
found to be too low, the board of equalization may raise the assessment.

APPELLANT INFORMATION;

The property owner failed to provide factual information to support this appeal by the April 22
deadline. Factual support of all filed appeals can consist of property-specific appraisals, photos,
drawings, insurance estimates, or a complete list of assets, and is required in order to meet the
burden of proof which rests upon the appellant, per AS 29.45.210(b).

ASSESSOR'S DISCUSSION:

Parcel No. A-2016-010 — Dal Global Services, LLC dba Delta Airlines

Owner's Opinion of Value: Assessed Value:

$1,862 $87,900

Background;

2015 was the first year that Dal Global Services, LLC (dba Delta Airlines), conducted business m
Silka. They had a total of 117 flights in and out of Rocky Gutierrez Airport. With this volume of
flights, comes a commensurate amount of business personal property for Delta Airlines to
accommodate their transportation business.

February 12, 2016 Dal Global Services, LLC, dba Delta Airlines, filed a Business Personal Property
Declaration. They listed only one (1) asset at the Sitka Airport. - See exhibit A

A Disabled Passenger Ramp -Acquired 10-31-2014; Cost 5,475 Depreciated value $1,862

An email was sent to the representative for Delta Airlines, stating that ̂  Business Property must
be included in the declaration, along with property held or controlled by the company in a
representative capacity. Sitka General Code (SGC 4.12.050) - e.xhibit B

The representative for Delta Airlines replied that one (1) asset was all that they had in the City &
Borough of Sitka.

Based upon a site inspection of the Delta Airlines site at the Rocky Gutierrez Airport, and under the
assumption that Delta Airlines requires more than one (1) asset to run their business in the
City & Borough of Sitka - exhibit C the Assessing Department generated a Business Personal
Property estimate because Delta Airlines failed to file a complete Declaration as required by
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