
City and Borough Assembly

CITY AND BOROUGH OF SITKA

Meeting Agenda

ASSEMBLY CHAMBERS

330 Harbor Drive

Sitka, AK 

(907)747-1811

Mayor Mim McConnell

Deputy Mayor Matt Hunter

Vice-Deputy Mayor Benjamin Miyasato

Aaron Swanson, Steven Eisenbeisz

Tristan Guevin, and Michelle Putz

Municipal Administrator: Mark Gorman

Municipal Attorney: Robin L. Koutchak

Municipal Clerk: Sara Peterson, CMC

Assembly Chambers6:00 PMTuesday, June 23, 2015

REGULAR MEETING

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. FLAG SALUTE

III. ROLL CALL

IV. CORRESPONDENCE/AGENDA CHANGES

15-102 Reminders, Calendars and General Correspondence

Reminders and Calendars

AKDOT Letter

Attachments:

V. CEREMONIAL MATTERS

None anticipated.

VI. SPECIAL REPORTS: Government to Government, Municipal 

Boards/Commissions/Committees, Sitka Community Hospital, Municipal Departments, 

School District, Students and Guests (time limits apply)

15-098 Special Report: Marijuana legalization - timeframe and 

recommendations (Scott Brylinsky)

Documents Marijuana LegalizationAttachments:

VII. PERSONS TO BE HEARD

Public participation on any item off the agenda. All public testimony is not to exceed 3 

minutes for any individual, unless the mayor imposes other time constraints at the 

beginning of the agenda item.
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VIII. REPORTS

a.  Mayor, b. Administrator, c. Attorney, d. Liaison Representatives, e. Clerk, f. Other

IX. CONSENT AGENDA

All matters under Item IX Consent Agenda are considered to be routine and will be 

enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If 

discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be 

considered separately.

A 15-094 Approve the Health Needs and Human Services Commission goals for 

2015

Health Needs 2015 goalsAttachments:

X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

B 15-093 Consideration and award of the request for proposals submitted for the 

available funds ($39,765) in the Fisheries Enhancement Fund

Motion Fisheries Enhancement

Memo

Ord 2006-38

Sitka Sound Science Center

Sitka Seafood Festival

Chinook Futures Coalition

Attachments:

C 15-095 Discussion/Direction/Decision on the future direction of the Sitka 

Convention and Visitors Bureau

Sitka Convention and Visitors BureauAttachments:

XI. NEW BUSINESS:

D 15-099 Board of Adjustment:  Approve a temporary use permit for an asphalt 

plant filed by S&S General Contractors & Equipment Rentals, Inc. for 

Granite Creek Lease Lot #5. The request is to house an asphalt plant 

throughout the duration of the paving of Edgecumbe Drive.

Motion BOA

Documents BOA S&S asphalt plant

BOA Hearing Outline

Attachments:

E 15-100 Grant preliminary approval of a proposed tidelands sale request filed by 

Forrest Dodson and Mary Holzman for property adjacent to 263 Katlian 

Street

Documents preliminary approval proposed tidelands saleAttachments:
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F ORD 15-35S Repealing Sitka General Code Chapter 4.09 "Sales Tax" Section 

4.09.100Y. "Exemption for Persons Who Have Reached the Age of 

Sixty-Five" and establishing section 4.09.130 "Rebate of a portion of 

Sales Tax for Certain Persons Who Have Reached the Age of 

Sixty-Five and are Experiencing Financial Hardship"  (first reading)

Motion Ord 2015-35S

Ord 2015-35S Senior Citizen Sales Tax Rebate

Attachments:

G ORD 15-38 Amending Sitka General Code Section 4.28.110 "Suitable and 

Authorized Investments for the Permanent Fund" by adding Exchange 

Traded Funds as an authorized investment for the Sitka Permanent 

Fund  (first reading)

Motion Ord 2015-38

Memo Ord 2015-38

Ord 2015-38

Attachments:

H 15-101 Approve the transfers of 1) $50,000 from Project #90716 "Blue Lake 

Substation Maintenance" to Project #90648 "Transmission & 1220 

Upgrade" Project;  2) $57,423.83 from Project #63003 "Blue Lake 

Power House Improvements" to Project #90672 "Medvejie Hatchery 

Transformer Replacement" Project; and 3) $85,817.63 from Project 

#63005 "Building Electric Heat Conversions" to a FY2016 Project 

"Electric Heating Systems/Dual Fuel Interruptible Power" and authorize 

the expenditure of the funds

Documents Electric Department TransfersAttachments:

I 15-097 Discussion/Direction/Decision on the formation of a Citizens' Taskforce 

on City Services, Revenues and Fees

Citizens' TaskforceAttachments:

XII. PERSONS TO BE HEARD:

Public participation on any item on or off the agenda.  Not to exceed 3 minutes for any 

individual.

XIII. EXECUTIVE SESSION

XIV. ADJOURNMENT

Sara Peterson, CMC

Municipal Clerk

Publish:  June 19

Page 3 CITY AND BOROUGH OF SITKA Printed on 6/18/2015



100 Lincoln Street,
Sitka, Alaska 99835CITY AND BOROUGH OF SITKA

Legislation Details

File #:  Version: 115-102 Name:

Status:Type: Item AGENDA READY

File created: In control:6/18/2015 City and Borough Assembly

On agenda: Final action:6/23/2015

Title: Reminders, Calendars and General Correspondence

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: Reminders and Calendars

AKDOT Letter

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

CITY AND BOROUGH OF SITKA Printed on 6/18/2015Page 1 of 1

powered by Legistar™

http://sitka.legistar.com:443/View.ashx?M=F&ID=3835923&GUID=4E8EB947-413D-4943-ACE9-AB8E0337F3AD
http://sitka.legistar.com:443/View.ashx?M=F&ID=3835924&GUID=67523589-CAAC-4B96-BD3D-1C0AF41F5042














100 Lincoln Street,
Sitka, Alaska 99835CITY AND BOROUGH OF SITKA

Legislation Details

File #:  Version: 115-098 Name:

Status:Type: Special Report AGENDA READY

File created: In control:6/17/2015 City and Borough Assembly

On agenda: Final action:6/23/2015

Title: Special Report: Marijuana legalization - timeframe and recommendations (Scott Brylinsky)

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: Documents Marijuana Legalization

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

CITY AND BOROUGH OF SITKA Printed on 6/18/2015Page 1 of 1

powered by Legistar™

http://sitka.legistar.com:443/View.ashx?M=F&ID=3835926&GUID=63432A30-DCF7-415C-98D1-C593CF67A843










100 Lincoln Street,
Sitka, Alaska 99835CITY AND BOROUGH OF SITKA

Legislation Details

File #:  Version: 115-094 Name:

Status:Type: Item AGENDA READY

File created: In control:6/3/2015 City and Borough Assembly

On agenda: Final action:6/23/2015

Title: Approve the Health Needs and Human Services Commission goals for 2015

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: Health Needs 2015 goals

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

City and Borough Assembly6/9/2015 1

CITY AND BOROUGH OF SITKA Printed on 6/18/2015Page 1 of 1

powered by Legistar™

http://sitka.legistar.com:443/View.ashx?M=F&ID=3835927&GUID=DE24F772-5C78-4B81-92B8-E67CD7A86C2A














100 Lincoln Street,
Sitka, Alaska 99835CITY AND BOROUGH OF SITKA

Legislation Details

File #:  Version: 115-093 Name:

Status:Type: Item AGENDA READY

File created: In control:6/3/2015 City and Borough Assembly

On agenda: Final action:6/23/2015

Title: Consideration and award of the request for proposals submitted for the available funds ($39,765) in
the Fisheries Enhancement Fund

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: Motion Fisheries Enhancement

Memo

Ord 2006-38

Sitka Sound Science Center

Sitka Seafood Festival

Chinook Futures Coalition

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

City and Borough Assembly6/9/2015 1

CITY AND BOROUGH OF SITKA Printed on 6/18/2015Page 1 of 1

powered by Legistar™

http://sitka.legistar.com:443/View.ashx?M=F&ID=3835944&GUID=8CE0FB3C-4DAC-4EE3-8C5C-13FA92FB4E9A
http://sitka.legistar.com:443/View.ashx?M=F&ID=3835939&GUID=88D37D7C-3875-49ED-9E60-987650FC295A
http://sitka.legistar.com:443/View.ashx?M=F&ID=3835940&GUID=648447F4-56FD-411F-BBE9-E3E465220816
http://sitka.legistar.com:443/View.ashx?M=F&ID=3835941&GUID=4E1B6F16-8D99-485E-826C-1D3575753680
http://sitka.legistar.com:443/View.ashx?M=F&ID=3835942&GUID=78D7FD25-4746-4AF8-86D2-888BAAA6F58E
http://sitka.legistar.com:443/View.ashx?M=F&ID=3835943&GUID=D02D73C4-D12C-4C90-ABAF-3A3784D9AB2C


Consideration and award of the request for 
proposals submitted for the available funds in 

the Fisheries Enhancement Fund. 
 

*** 
 

POSSIBLE MOTIONS 
 

I MOVE TO award $________ to the Sitka Sound 
Science Center. (Note: $39,700 requested) 

 
 

I MOVE TO award $________ to the Sitka Seafood 
Festival. (Note: $11,500 requested) 

 
 

I MOVE TO award $________  to the Chinook 
Futures Coalition. (Note: $5,000 requested) 

 
 

Note:  $39,765 is available for disbursement from the Fisheries 
Enhancement Fund.  A total of $56,200 has been requested. 
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Step 1. 

I MOVE TO convene as the Board of Adjustment 
 

Step 2. 
 

I MOVE TO approve a temporary use permit for an asphalt plant 
filed by S&S General Contractors & Equipment Rentals, Inc. for 
Granite Creek Lease Lot #5.  The request is to house an asphalt 
plant throughout the duration of the paving of Edgecumbe Drive. 

   
Step 3. 

 
SGC: 22.30.180 Procedures for Public Hearing 
A. Staff Presentation. Members may ask questions of the 

staff. 
B. Applicant presentation. Members may ask questions 

of the applicant. 
C. Testimony or comments by the public. Need to be 

germane to the matter 
D. Rebuttal, response or clarifying statement by staff 

and the applicant. 
E. Deliberation by the Board. Also known as the 

evidentiary portion of the public hearing and is closed. 
 
 

Step 4.  

VOTE on any amendments and/or main motion 
 

Step 5. 

I MOVE TO reconvene as the Assembly in regular session 
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  POSSIBLE MOTION 
 
 

 
I MOVE TO approve Ordinance 2015-35S on 

first reading. 
 
 

Note:  This ordinance was postponed at the May 27 Assembly meeting so that 
a three person working group (Assembly members Hunter, Eisenbeisz, and 
Guevin) could meet and bring back a substitute ordinance for consideration. 

 
 

 
 



Sponsor:  Hunter/Eisenbeisz/Guevin 1 

 2 

CITY AND BOROUGH OF SITKA 3 

 4 

ORDINANCE NO. 2015-35S 5 

 6 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF SITKA 7 

REPEALING SITKA GENERAL CODE CHAPTER  4.09 “SALES TAX” SECTION 8 

4.09.100Y. “EXEMPTION FOR PERSONS WHO HAVE REACHED THE AGE OF 9 

SIXTY-FIVE” AND ESTABLISHING SECTION 4.09.130 “REBATE OF A PORTION 10 

OF SALES TAX FOR CERTAIN PERSONS WHO HAVE REACHED THE AGE OF 11 

SIXTY-FIVE AND ARE EXPERIENCING FINANCIAL HARDSHIP” 12 
  13 

1. CLASSIFICATION.  This ordinance is of a permanent nature and is intended to  14 

become a part of the Sitka General Code. 15 

 16 

2. SEVERABILITY.  If any provision of this ordinance or any application thereof to  17 

any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance and application 18 

thereof to any person or circumstances shall not be affected thereby. 19 

 20 

3. PURPOSE.  The purpose of this ordinance is to eliminate the sales tax exemption for  21 

persons who have reached the age of sixty-five, and, to establish an annual sales tax rebate for 22 

persons who have reached the age of sixty five and are experiencing financial hardship. 23 

 24 

4. ENACTMENT.  The Assembly of the City and Borough of Sitka hereby repeals, in 25 

 its entirety, Section 4.09.100 Y. “Exemption for Persons Who Have Reached the Age of Sixty-26 

Five”, and establishes Section 4.09.130, “Rebate of a Portion of Sales Tax for Certain Persons 27 

Who Have Reached the Age of Sixty-Five and are Experiencing Financial Hardship”, to read as 28 

follows (new language underlined, deleted language stricken): 29 

 30 

Chapter 4.09 31 

SALES TAX 32 

 33 

Sections: 34 

4.09.010    Levy of sales tax. 35 

4.09.020    Collection of tax. 36 

4.09.030    Presumption of taxability—Sales price and purchase price. 37 

4.09.040    Separate statement of tax—No advertising to absorb or refund tax. 38 

4.09.100    Exemptions. 39 

4.09.110    Residence construction tax refund. 40 

4.09.120    Exemption from seasonal sales tax increase. 41 

4.09.130    Rebate of a Portion of Sales Tax for Certain Persons Who Have Reached the  42 

Age of Sixty-Five and are Experiencing Financial Hardship  43 

 44 
 * * * 45 

 46 

 47 

 48 
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4.09.100 Exemptions. 49 
 50 

                                                               * * * 51 

 52 

Y.    Exemption for Persons Who Have Reached the Age of Sixty-Five. 53 

 54 

1.    Any person, sixty-five years of age or older, who is a resident of the state of Alaska 55 

may apply for and be issued by the finance director a senior citizen sales tax exemption 56 

certificate which entitles the person, person’s spouse, or the person’s qualified domestic 57 

partner to be exempt from sales tax for the purchase of goods, services or rentals which 58 

are solely for the personal use or consumption of the person, person’s spouse, or the 59 

person’s qualified domestic partner. This exemption does not apply for purchases for the 60 

person, person’s spouse, or the person’s qualified domestic partner: 61 

 62 

a.    For use in any trade or business, including but not limited to commercial 63 

fishing, or  64 

 65 

b.    For purchase of alcoholic beverages, cigarettes, or other tobacco products. 66 

 67 

2.    Definitions. 68 

 69 

“Alcoholic beverage” includes beer, wine, and all other spirituous, vinous, malt and other 70 

fermented or distilled liquid intended for human consumption and contains one-half of 71 

one percent or more of alcohol by volume, for which a license or permit for its sale or 72 

barter is required by AS 04, entitled “Alcoholic Beverages.” 73 

 74 

“Cigarette” shall have the same meaning as defined in Section 4.26.190. 75 

 76 

      “Other tobacco products” shall have the same meaning as defined in Section 4.26.190. 77 

 78 

            “Resident of the state of Alaska” means a person who is physically present in the state  79 

              with the intent to remain in the state indefinitely and to make a home in the state. 80 

 81 

3.    Verification. 82 

 83 

a.    The applicant, at the time of application for a senior citizen sales tax 84 

exemption card, will provide a minimum of two pieces of identification to prove 85 

Alaska residency. One of the identification documents must show birth date. 86 

 87 

b.    The applicant shall fill out a formal application which will include a 88 

verification of their “intent to reside in Alaska.” 89 

 90 

4.    A resident at least sixty years old, who otherwise qualifies for the exemption, and is 91 

the widow, widower, or qualified domestic partner of a deceased person who qualified 92 
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for the exemption under subsection (Y)(1) of this section, may apply for and be issued a 93 

senior citizen sales tax exemption certificate. 94 

 95 

ZY.    Youth Camps. Fees charged for nonprofit youth camps primarily serving persons under 96 

eighteen years of age are exempt.  97 

AAZ.    Residential Rent. Rent paid for residential housing for thirty or more consecutive days or 98 

an entire calendar month by a person or persons for a room, set of rooms, structure, or suite is 99 

exempt from sales taxes. This exemption does not apply to any transaction taxable under Chapter 100 

4.24 regarding the hotel, motel, and bed and breakfast transient room tax. 101 

ABAA.    Sale of Service Costs or Commission. That part of the sales price paid by the buyer for 102 

Sitka travel and adventure services purchased outside the city and borough of Sitka which is not 103 

remitted, directly or indirectly, to the person providing or performing the service, and which is a 104 

selling cost or commission or similar charge. 105 

* * *  106 

 107 

4.09.130 Refund of a Portion of Sales Tax for Certain Persons Who Have Reached the Age 108 

of Sixty-Five and are Experiencing Financial Hardship 109 
 110 

Upon proper application the City and Borough will annually refund a portion of sales tax paid by 111 

certain persons who have reached the age of sixty-five and are experiencing financial hardship, 112 

in accordance with the following guidelines and procedures: 113 

 114 

A. Any household consisting of two or more individuals, who as of July 1 each year are 115 

sixty-five years of age or older; experiencing financial hardship, residents of the State 116 

of Alaska and Sitka; and who are eligible to receive an Alaska Permanent Fund 117 

Dividend check for the current year shall receive an annual rebate of sales taxes paid in 118 

the prior 12 months in an amount not to exceed Five Hundred Forty One Dollars 119 

($541.00) upon application. 120 

 121 

B. Any household consisting of an individual, who as of July 1 each year is sixty-five 122 

years of age or older; experiencing financial hardship, is a resident of the State of 123 

Alaska and Sitka; who was a resident of Alaska and maintained a residence in Sitka for 124 

the previous 12 months; and who is eligible to receive an Alaska Permanent Fund 125 

Dividend check for the current year shall receive an annual rebate of sales taxes paid in 126 

the prior 12 months in an amount not to exceed Four Hundred Dollars ($400.00) upon 127 

application. 128 

 129 

C. Only one application per household may be submitted. 130 

 131 

D. Any person residing in an assisted living home or skilled nursing facility and who 132 

otherwise is eligible for the rebate, shall be eligible for the individual household rebate. 133 

 134 
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E. The total amount of the annual rebate shall not exceed three hundred thousand dollars 135 

and shall be prorated among all of the applications received in order to arrive at 136 

recommended rebate amounts for the current calendar year.  Recommended rebate 137 

amounts shall be submitted to the Assembly for approval.  Unspent funds allocated to 138 

the rebate program will be transferred to the Public Infrastructure Sinking Fund at the 139 

end of each fiscal year. 140 

 141 

F.  Verification. 142 

1.  The applicant household will provide a minimum of two pieces of identification to 143 

prove Alaska and Sitka residency for at least two individuals if applying for a multiple 144 

individual household, and one individual if applying for a single individual household. 145 

One of the documents to be provided must be an Alaska Permanent Fund Application.  146 

Age, Residency, and physical location of the applicant household must be established 147 

by the submitted documents for the application to be valid and complete. 148 

2.  The applicant household shall prepare and submit a formal application which will 149 

include an affidavit stating the applicant’s intention to maintain a residence in Sitka, 150 

and that the applicant is experiencing unavoidable financial hardship and requests 151 

financial assistance from the taxpayers of Sitka. 152 

 153 

G. The Finance Director shall develop and implement applicable forms, policies, and 154 

procedures for the administrative processing of, and issuance of sales tax rebates to 155 

senior citizens under this subsection. 156 

   157 

H. All applications must be physically received or postmarked by 5 pm on March 31st of 158 

each year.  Rebates for all properly submitted applications shall be paid by June 30th of 159 

each year. 160 

 161 

I.    Knowingly submitting a fraudulent application for a senior citizen sales tax rebate shall 162 

result in being permanently barred from applying for future rebates. 163 

 164 

J.    Applicants have the right to appeal the rejection of a rebate to the City Administrator.  165 

Any subsequent appeals of the Administrator’s decision will go before the Assembly. 166 

 167 

K. The City and Borough shall have the right to offset any past due debts owed by an  168 

applicant to the City and Borough in any capacity. 169 

 170 

5.  EFFECTIVE DATE.  This ordinance shall become effective on the day after the date 171 

of its passage. 172 

 173 

 PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED by the Assembly of the City and Borough of 174 

Sitka, Alaska this 14th day of July, 2015. 175 

 176 

 177 
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      _____________________________________ 178 
      Mim McConnell, Mayor 179 

ATTEST: 180 

 181 

___________________________________ 182 
Sara Peterson, CMC 183 

Municipal Clerk 184 
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  POSSIBLE MOTION 
 
 

 
I MOVE TO approve Ordinance 2015-38 on 

first reading. 
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