


James Poulson

EDUCATION:
COLGATE UNIVERSITY
Bachelor of Arts with majors in English and art history, 1988
BOSTON ARCHITECTURAL COLLEGE
Master in design studies in historic preservation 2019

WORK EXPERIENCE:
PHOTOGRAPHER, Daily Sitka Sentinel, , Verstovia Corporation  PROPERTY MANAGER, Sitka 
Heritage Properties

HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Property manager of three National Historic Register-listed buildings. Preservation 
consultant on National Historic Landmark Sheldon Jackson campus.

VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE:
Sitka Parks and Recreation Committee board member 2018-present
Sitka City and Borough Historic Preservation Commission member 2011-present
Founding member of the Friends of Sitka National Historical Park 2015
Board member of Alaska Arts Southeast 2013-present
Board member of Sitka Community Land Trust 2014-2022
E.W. Merrill Project board treasurer 2014
Community Schools soccer coach 2009-14
Sitka Maritime Heritage Society volunteer 2010-present
Mt. Edgecumbe Preschool board president 2008



James Poulson

Sitka City and Borough
Assembly

Dear Assembly member,

Thank you for considering my application for appointment to the Sitka planning commission. 
If appointed I hope to contribute to the commission with my experience as a long-time resident of Sitka, 

an affordable housing advocate, a property manager and home-owner. 
 Newly elected Assembly member Katie Riley took time out of her work day recently to talk about the 

issues and priorities of the current board from which she stepped down.
We talked about how the commission has been working  to address the lack of affordable housing, which

has been an interest of mine for a while.
 I have been involved in affordable housing non-profits in Sitka. I was on the board of The Sitka 

Housing First organization of the early 2000s where we partnered with Juneau Housing First to facilitate Alaska 
Housing Finance Corporation's housing grant programs such as the first-time home buyer's program. While we 
were able to help some Sitkans, the program ran into a wall with the limited stock of available houses that met 
the program's requirements. 

More recently, I helped found the Sitka Community Land Trust, spending many meetings working out 
the details of an affordable housing program for Sitka. I stayed on the board until the first houses were built and 
the program's future looked solid.

I'd like to help the work continue by joining the volunteers on the planning commission.
Thank you for your time, 
James Poulson 




