


ROBIN SHERMAN 
        

 
SUMMARY 

• Values-driven leader with record of integrity and excellence in the public and non-profit sectors 
• Record of success in executive management, policy research, planning, communications & fundraising 
• Creative, pragmatic problem-solver with superior analytical and strategic skills   

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Communications Director, Sitka Tribe of Alaska 2020 – 2024 
Worked for Tribe in multiple roles. Led rebranding and built communications program.  
 
Executive Director, Justice Not Politics Alaska Jan – Dec 2021 
Interim leadership for Justice Not Politics Alaska and JNPA Civics Education fund, 501(c)4 and 501(c)3 
organizations that work on judicial independence in Alaska. Completed 12-month interim contract.  
 
Owner and Principal, Cape Decision Consulting 2019 – present  
Interim executive leadership, strategy, research, communications, administrative and other services for 
government agencies and nonprofit organizations. Co-owner with husband Rob Allen. 
 
Affiliate Program Manager, The Alaska Community Foundation 2017 – 2021 
Strategic and administrative support, communications, development and program management for Sitka 
Legacy Foundation, a local Affiliate of the statewide philanthropic organization. 
 
Consulting writer 2016 – 2019 
Research, analysis, writing and editing for nonprofit organizations in Alaska and Massachusetts. 
 
General Manager, Raven Radio Foundation May – Oct 2018 
Interim leadership of public community radio station in Sitka, Alaska for six months. 
 
Executive Director, Franklin County Regional Housing Authority 2008 – 2015 
Chief executive officer for two public agencies and a nonprofit affiliate providing affordable housing and 
community development services in rural western Massachusetts. Responsible for staff of 30.  
 
Research Manager, UMass Donahue Institute   2007 – 2008 
Project manager for research on state policy issues for think tank based at University of Massachusetts. 
 
Town Planner, Montague, Massachusetts  1999 – 2006 
Supported boards and committees responsible for planning, economic development and conservation.  
 
Farmland Information Specialist, American Farmland Trust  1995 – 1999 
Researched and wrote technical publications. Organized conferences and workshops. 
 
Education Programs Coordinator, Union of Concerned Scientists  1990 – 1994 
Developed and promoted environmental education programs and managed speakers’ bureau of scientists. 



 
EDUCATION 

Master of Public Administration, Harvard Kennedy School of Government   
Winner of Taubman Urban Prize for research on the Massachusetts Community Preservation Act. 
 
Master of Arts, Urban and Environmental Policy, Tufts University  
 
Bachelor of Arts, Environmental Studies and English, Oberlin College    
 
PUBLICATIONS 

Sitka Tribe of Alaska Annual Report, 2021-2022, 2023, 2024. Author. 

Sitka Tribal Housing Needs Assessment. Baranof Island Housing Authority, 2024. Lead Author. 

RAFT in Review, RAFT During the Pandemic. Policy Reports, MetroHousing Boston, 2020. Author.  

The Massachusetts RAFT Program: Preventing Homelessness, Providing Family Stability. Policy reports, Regional 
Housing Network of Massachusetts, 2018, 2019. Author.  

Heat Rises: The Growing Burden of Residential Heating Costs on Massachusetts Households. Research report, UMass 
Donahue Institute, 2008. Lead author. Received public service award from Mass Energy Consumers 
Alliance. Report covered on front page of Boston Globe. 

Growing Talent: Meeting the Evolving Needs of the Massachusetts Life Sciences Industry. Report commissioned by 
Massachusetts Life Sciences Center and Massachusetts Biotechnology Council, 2008. Lead Author.  

The Massachusetts Community Preservation Act: Who Benefits, Who Pays? White Paper, Kennedy School of 
Government, Rappaport Institute for Greater Boston. 2007. Co-author. Received Taubman Urban Prize. 
Report was the subject of editorial in Boston Globe.  

Revisiting Community Preservation. (Op-ed, Boston Globe). July 27, 2007. Co-author. 

Investing in the Future of Agriculture: The Massachusetts Farmland Protection Program and the Permanence Syndrome 
(American Farmland Trust, 1998). Lead Author. 

Renewables are Ready: People Creating Renewable Energy Solutions. (Chelsea Green Press, 1995). Contributing 
author. 

CIVIC LEADERSHIP AND VOLUNTEER SERVICE 
 
Sitka Legacy Foundation Advisory Board, 2025 
Sitka Planning Commission, 2023 - present 
Regional Housing Network of Massachusetts     Board of Directors,  2008 – 2015 
Franklin County Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors ,  2005 – 2006,  2009 – 2015 
  MHIC New Markets Tax Credits Investment Advisory Committee, 2009 – 2015 
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy Committee Franklin County, 2005 – 2006; 2009 – 2015      
Greenfield Community College Foundation Board of Directors,   2008 – 2014 
Montague, Massachusetts Town Meeting Elected Member,   1996 – 2011  




