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,ANI) BOROUGH OF SITKA 

Minutes - Final 

City Assembly 
.MA YOR Scott McAdams 

men!, Deputy Mayor - Reber Stein, Vice Deputy 
Mayor 

Cheryl Westover - Mim McConnell 
Phyllis Hackett - Larry Crews 

MUNCIPAL ADMINISTRA TOR: Jim Dinley 

--------------------------4-, 
Tuesday, March 9, 2010 5:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

UNlelP'AL A TTORNEY: Theresa Hillhouse 

UNICIPAL CLERK: Colleen Ingman, MMC 


ASSEMBLY CHAMBERS 

330 Harbor Drive 


Sitka , AK 

(907)747-1811 

Work E~ssiol1 with School Board 5:00-5:30 PM 
Workse sion with Electric Department 5: 30-6:00 PM 

REGULAR MEETING 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

II. FLAG SALUTE 

III, ROLL CALL 

Present: 6 McAdams, Ozment, Stein, Crews, Hackett, and McConnell 

Excused: Westover 

IV. CORRESPONDENCE/A ENDA CHANGES 

A Reminde s/Calendars and Seaplane Base Final Si ting Study 

V. SPECIAL MUNICIPAUC MMITTEE/COMMISSION REPORTS: 

B USFS U date District Ranger Carol Goularte 

USFS Di trict Ranger, Carol Goularte, updated thE' Assembly on a number of issues. 
Goularte informed their projected budget is $44M, which is $2BM less than 5 years 
ago. The Sitka Ranger boat is being recommended for surplus due to a lack of both 
project d liars and justification of use. The Sitka D istrict has the highest use of cabins 
in the To gass with Allen Point and Starrigavan Creek topping the list. Goularte 
reported he new offices planned for Halibut Point Road are in final conceptual design 
stages 0 conceptual design - funding is still pending. Eighteen applications were 
submitte last year for Secure Rural Schools and Self Determination. Regarding the 
False lsi nd Ocean Boulevard project, Goularte noted a wildlife thinning project is 
underwa . Responding to comments from Mayor McAdams and Crews, Goularte 
said she didn't see the number of USFS employe€s in Sitka declining. She also 
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spoke to he impol1af)ce of sustainable recreationai programs and on another note 
would loo~ into the possibility of a dowtown USFS information site. 

VI. 

added sh 

Sitka eco omy. 

Garry ite, speaking on behalf of the SEDA Board, said the group recently met to 
work on Strategic P,lan. Support for regional energy was at the top of their list. He 
announc d the Sitka IConselVation Society (SCS) i.:; going to fund a sustainable 
finance i tern, made possible through a donation of a SCS member. The hope is to 
explore at can be done as a community to keep capital and resources within the 

oms spoke to the continuing trend ofjob loss with the USFS in Sitka. 
Thoms st ted Sitkan'~ need to advocate for the USFS and be aware of their benefits 
to the co munity. 

VII. REPORTS 

a. Mayor 

Recently ttended meetings in Washington DC witli the Administrator, Chris Brewton 
and Marl ne CampbJII for the purpose of moving forward Sitka's Legislative 
Priorities. Also recen~/Y attended Southeast Confemnce in Juneau where energy and 
transport tion wer,g t/Je main focus. He promoted tlie upcoming Town Meeting 
schedule for Friday ~arch 12th on SB 881 and fUl1her mentioned March 15, 17, and 
19 have een sch(~duled to discuss Sitka's 27 sale:; tax exemptions. He ended his 
report by entioning the US Census and urged palticipation from the community. 
Each fam 'Iy member ~eeds to be counted as this is how federal dollars get allocated. 
Failure to count one (amily member could mean a I,JSS of $56K for the community. 

b. Administrator 

Administ tor annourlced the Benchlands subdivision is being revisited. He 
applaude Sitka Rot1ry for their work on Goddard /-lot Springs and offered updates 
on all of ublic Worki on-going projects. 

c. Attorney 

Announc d she will b!e in Anchorage next week for hearings on the Initiative Petition 
surroundi g Sawmill Cove. 

d. Liaison Re 

nounced that the Historic PreselVation Commission has changed their 
next mee ing to April 17. A review of the Sheldon Jal~kson College Subdivision request 
will be th ir major toP( 

McConn I attended the housing forum and learneci what Juneau is doing. Long 
Range PI nning and Fconomic Development Commission met and are planning on 
how to pr. ceed at thJir next meeting. The City Shops and Benchland properties top 
their list s a place to, start with housing needs for Sitka. She attended the USFS 
worksho in Juneau knd shared the USFS mandat,OJ to raise the bar on tourism 
recreatio . Sitka and [Cordova will be pilot projects. 

Ozment r. minded thJ Assembly of the invitation to attend the Climate Action Plan 
I 
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would req ire lower sJ eed vehicles to pull off to the side of the road when impeding 

traffic; it is a safety haf ard 

Police Chi f Schmitt spake in support of the ordinance. Sitka is uniquely situated for 
these typ of vehiclel He wondered if the City should be thinking about low speed 
vehicles i general aTnot just electric. 

A discuss n on adding additional language ensued. 

Crews ex ressed con!cern with the mix of commercial traffic and low speed vehicles. 
Assembly members stressed there would be a neee! for education if this passed. 

MOTION y Mcconnt \l to strike the word electric . 

Motion P SSED Oon the amendment by unanimous voice vote. 

MOTION y Stein to 1pprove Ordinance 2010-01 I)n first reading.
I 

Additional New Busines Item..§. 

I 
G 	 Approve hange Order #1 with Hatch Acres Corporation for the Detailed Design 

Study Blu Lai<e, obli~ate additional funds and authorize the Administrator to execute 

Utility Dir clor, Chris ~rewton, explained by the tim'J it was determined where they 
were on t e project t~at they were already over thefr limit. Although it is a justifiable 
and legiti ate expenf e, Brewton apologized for ge/ting ahead of themselves. CBS 
will be pa ing up front for a little additional work that will save an estimated $3M on 

the const uction. I 
MOTION y Stein to r pprove C:hange Order 1 in the amouht of $534,752 with 
Hatch Ac es Corporation to complete Task Ordelr 1; authorize the Municipal 
Administ ator to !~igr Change Order 1 and obligate additional project funds in 
the amo nt of $5:14,752 from Blue Lake Third TUI·bine and Dam upgrade Capital 

o. 90594. Tr e motion PASSED on the fe,\Iowing vote: 

McAdams, Ozment, Stein, Crews, Hackett, and McConnell 

joint fUlldi~9 agreement with the USGS for stream gauging installations for 
lake Hydrbelectric Project, obligate funcls and authorize the Administrator 

H 

to execut I 
In respo se to a qUe~tion by Hackett, Brewton notc)d there have been two meetings 
so far on Takatz - 0 tober 7, B 2009 and then one In Juneau. Brewton informed the 
Assembl there wou d be several more oPPOrtUnltl13S for comment, primarily wntten 
Brewton Iso annou~~ed there are plans for a projl3ct specific website to allow for 
com men . A public ahnouncement will be made when the site is ready. 

I 
Grants i the amount of $1.BM have been receivec/ to date, $1QOK has been 
expende . I 

A Reces was taken from 7:47 PM until 7:55 PM 

MOTION by Ozment to approve a Joint Funding Agreement in the amount of 
I 

$250,18 with USGS for stream gauging installations for the Takatz Lake 
Hydroel ctrie Projebt; authorize the Municipal Administrator to sign the 

agreem nt; and Obl~gate project funds in the amount of $250,183 from the 
Takatz ke Hydroelectric Project No. 90614. The motion PASSED on the 

followin vote: I 
----------------------,
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WO:ld req ire lower s1eed vehicles to pull off to the side of the road when impeding 
traffic; it i a safety h Izard. 

Police Ch ef Schmitt fPoke in support of the ordinance. Sitka is uniquely situated for 
these typ of vehicles. He wondered if the City shodld be thinking about low speed 
vehicles i general ai d not just electric. 

A discuss ·on on adding additional language ensuecl. 

Crews ex ressed co~cern with the mix of commercial traffic and low speed vehicles. 
Assembl members stressed there would be a need for education if this passed. 

y Mcca,nnbll to strike the word electric. 

SSED oil he amendment by unanimoLis voice vote. 

y Stein to ,approve Ordinance 2010-01 'Dn first reading. 

Additional New Busines Items 

G 10-039 	 Approve hange ord1br #1 with Hatch Acres Corporation for the Detailed Design 

Study Blu Lake, obligate additional funds and aut~ l orize the Administrator to execute 


Utility Oir ctor, Chris~rewton, explained by the tim e it was determined where they 
were on t e project t1at they were already over their limit. Although it is a justifiable 
and legiti ate expenf e, Brewton apologized for geNing ahead of themselves, CBS 
will be pa ing up fron' for a little additional work that will save an estimated $3M on 
the const uction. I 

MOTION YStein to ~pprove Change Order 1 in lhe amount of $534,752 with 
Hatch Ac es corporftion to complete Task Ordel' 1; authorize the Municipal 
Administ ator to Higp Change Order 1 and obligate additional project funds in 
the amo nt of $5:14'152 from Blue Lake Third Turbine and Dam upgrade Capital 

Project No. 90594. Tre motion PASSED on the following vote: 

Yes; 6 McAdams, Ozment, Stein, Crews, Hackett, and McConnell 

H 	 Approve jOint fUndi ~g agreement with the USGS "or stream gauging installations for 

the Taka lake HYdrj electric Project, obligate funds and authorize the Administrator 

to execut 


In respon e to a quet.tion by Hackett, Brewton noted there have been two meetings 
so far on akatz - O~rober 7, B 2009 and then one in Juneau. Brewton informed the 
Assembl there woulr be several more opportunities for comment, primarily written. 
Brewton Iso announced there are plans for a project specific website to allow for 
comment A public a~nouncement will be made when the site is ready. 

Grants in the amoun~ of $1.BM have been receivea' to date, $100K has been 
expende 

A Reces was taken 'from 7:47 PM until 7:55 PM 

MOTION Y ozm!!ntlto approve a Joint Funding Agreement in the amount of 
$250,183 with USGS for stream gauging installations for the Takatz Lake 
Hydroel ctric PfClje~t; authorize the Municipal Administrator to sign the 
agreeme t; and Oblif ate project funds in the amount of $250,183 from the 
Takatz L ke Hydl'oe ectric Project No. 90614. Th,~ motion PASSED on the 

followin vote: 
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spoke to t e importance of sustainable recreational programs and on another note 
added sh would look into the possibility of a dowtown USFS information site. 

VI. PERSONS TO BE HEAR 

Garry l!Vh te, speaking on behalf of the SEDA Board, said the group recently met to 
work on a Strategic Plan. Support for regional enemy was at the top of their list. He 
announc the Sit/fa (;onservation Society (SCS) is going to fund a sustainable 
finance in ern, made possible through a donation o( a SCS member. The hope is to 
explore w at can be (jane as a community to keep capital and resources within the 
Sitka eco 

Andrew oms sp'Jke to the continuing trend of job loss with the USFS in Sitka. 
Thoms st ted Sitkan'1 need to advocate for the USFS and be aware of their benefits 
to the co munity 

VII. REPORTS 

a. Mayor 

Recently ttended meetings in Washington DC with the Administrator, Chris Brewton 
and Marl ne Campb$1I for the purpose of moving forward Sitka's Legislative 

I 

Priorities. Also recen~/y attended Southeast Confe(O:lnce in Juneau where energy and 
transport tion were the main focus. He promoted tile upcoming Town Meeting 
schedule for Friday March 12th on SB aa 1 and fudher mentioned March 15, 17, and 
19 have een schedqled to discuss Sitka's 27 sales tax exemptions. He ended his 
report by entiomng lthe US Census and urged patticipation from the community 
Each fa ily member'needs to be counted as this is how federal dollars get allocated. 

I 
Failure t count one family member could mean a loss of $56K for the community 

b. Administrator 

Administ ator annouhced the Benchlands subdivision is being revisited. He 
applaud d Sitka Hotbry for their work on Goddard !-fot Springs and offered updates 
on all of ublic IMJrk1 on-going projects. 

I 

c. Attorney 
I 

Announc d she will qe in Anchorage next week for hearings on the Initiative Petition 
surroun ·ng Sawmili lCove. 

d. Liaison Re resentati e~ 

Hackett nnounced (hat the Historic Preservation Commission has changed their , 
next me ting to Apri~ 7. A review of the Sheldon Jackson College Subdivision request 
will be th ir major tO~ic . 

, 

McConn II attended lthe housing forum and learned what Juneau is doing. Long 
Range anning an~ Economic Development Commission met and are planning on 
how to p oceed at th1eir next meeting. The City Shops and Benchland properties top 
their list s a place tf start with housing needs for Sitka. She attended the USFS 
worksho ;n Juneaul.and shared the USFS mandate to raise the bar on tourism 
recreati n. Sitka and Cordova will be pilot projects. 

I 

___.________O_z_m_e_n_t+-e'::!.'!:!!...d t~e Assembly of the invitation to attend the Climate Action Plan 
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MOTION by McC~:>nnell to adjourn the meeting. The meeting Adjourned at 8:25 
PM by" an;mo", tnsen!. 

ATIEST 

~,"gman,r~
Municip.1 Clerk 
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