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Variance Request 16-95 405 Hemlock: 

Response From Adjacent Neighbor:  William F Adickes Jr. (Current Owner) in consultation 
with Mr. Mike Sullivan (New owner as of 1 May 2016, current tenant of 407B Hemlock)

I am opposed to the request for a variance of the setback between 405 and 407 Hemlock to 2 ft.

Two days prior to receiving notice of this request I and Mr. Mike Sullivan signed a purchase 
agreement on the house at 407.  Mr. Sullivan should be the new owner by 1 May 2015.  

I propose that the board reject this request and ask Mr Parmelee to meet with Mr Sullivan and 
work out an mutually agreeable solution that will still allow the construction of a carport while 
permitting continued access by vehicle to the rear of 407 Hemlock including the wheelchair 
ramp.  They should then make a joint request of the Planning Commission.  If I had not sold the 
house I would simply want to be able to drive a normal width vehicle to the back corner as has 
always been possible in the past, to my knowledge.  

This variance request, as is, will negatively impact the owner of 407 Hemlock by denying them 
the ability to get a vehicle to the rear parking, service, handicapped, and roof access area, 
where future construction is also being considered.  Handicap accessibility to the side entrance 
to the house is a key feature of this duplex.  This is why we have preserved the wheelchair ramp 
leading to the primary entrance to the upstairs unit.  In addition I have always asked upper unit 
tenants to avoid using the front entrance to the upper unit because it invades of the privacy of 
the low unit tenants.

I Would have been happy to discuss a mutually agreeable solution with Parmelees prior to this 
request, at this point however I will not commit the new owner to an agreement made by me.  

I Would not have insisted on a 10 ft setback….. (not sure why it the city says it is 8ft… I was told 
by city planning a few months ago that it was 10ft when I went in to discuss a bedroom and bath 
extension to the upper unit adjacent to the same property line in question.  Was there an earlier 
variance?)  The joint use of the driveway is a longstanding and mutually beneficial arrangement.  
I am sure there is a way that a carport can be built without cost to the owner of 407.  The two 
parties should explore those possibilities and present a mutually agreed upon solution to the 
planning Dept.  Perhaps a combination of setback adjustment and minor excavation at 407 will 
work but  Two ft from the property line is simply too close.  If the setback reduction is granted I 
believe Mr Parmelee should at least pay for any excavation needed to restore the ability to drive 
to the side entrance and rear of the house at 407.  

If the variance request upsets the existing sales contract on the property, it will force me to back 
out of a contract in Juneau that I will most likely have entered before the 15th of March ( I am 
headed there on the 10th).   In this event there will be real costs involved to the disruption of two 
real estate transactions.  I would sure like to avoid that, and I think we can while still permitting 
the construction of a carport for the Parelees.  Lets work together…… 

Thanks,  Sincerely,

William F Adickes Jr.   (current owner of 407 Hemlock) 907- 747- 1078
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