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In June ) tural resource report' was completed for the proposed project. This report determined the
eligibility for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) for the four AHRS sites (listed below) in the
project area. In July 2015, a supplemental survey and report’: was completed, addressing a portion of the
temporary access road.

Four sites were documented and given AHRS numbers by the Office of History and Archeology (OHA). Two
separate clusters of culturally modified trees (CMTs) were identified within the APE (SIT-1012, SIT-1014), and
a homestead (SIT-1016), and a USFS Special Use Permit Cabin (SIT-1017) were found adjacent to the project
area.

Gajaa Héen CMTs (SIT-1012) are all Sitka spruce trees with deep blaze scars dating to 200+ years. Oral
history reports the Kiks.adi Survival March route in this immediate area. No physical or archival evidence
show that these trees are directly associated, so this evidence would be very difficult to obtain.

The Katlian Bay CMT (SIT-1014) cluster consists of seven cedar triangle bark striped culturally modified
trees. These trees are approximately 984 feet (300 meters) above and behind SIT-237, the Mosquito Cove
Shell Midden, previously identified by Archaeologist Madonna Moss. No direct evidence was noted relating
these two sites.

Mary Dean Homestead (SIT-1016) a 1934 homestead was identified through the Bureau of Land
Management’s General Land Office records. Although fur pens are recognizable by their materials and a
palisade-style foundation was noted among miscellaneous rubble, the house no longer exists and was likely
washed out of the valley by a flooding episode.

The Mary Moore Cabin (SIT-1017) is the site of a 1948 USFS Special Use Permit recreational cabin. A
boardwalk pathway with several log bridges leads from the bay to the remains of the cabin.. The concrete
chimney is still erect amongst the overgrown Devil’s Club and other vegetation. This cabin was altered with
modern material and is in a collapsed state.

Finding of Effect
Sealevel Consulting recommends and DOT&PF agrees that the following sites are not eligible for listing in the
NRHP:

Gajaa Héen CMTs (SIT-1012)

The Katlian Bay CMT (SIT-1014)

Mary Dean Homestead (SIT-1016)

The Mary Moore Cabin (SIT-1017)

Due to the fact that the four listed sites within and adjacent to the APE were not found eligible and that
DOT&PF’s supplemental field investigation did not encounter any cultural resources within the APE; DOT&PF
finds that there would be no historic properties affected by the proposed project.

Although cultural resource investigations did not uncover physical remains of significant historic resources in the

project APE, oral history accounts of resource extraction, of a Shaman burial, an association with the Kiks.4di

Survival March (SIT-778), and an isolated stone tool find (SIT-920) in the Coxe River of the Katlian Basin.

DOT&PF proposes that an archaeological monitor be nresent (as will be set forth in an MOU with the Sitka Tribe
laska discussec yre « ail inthe  Hnsulting ...forts section of this letter).

' v Road Construction, Cultural Resources Inventorv, NRHP Evaluations of Historic Properties, Sealevel
C for Amec-Foster-Wheelei gineering. June 2015.

? Katan Bay Road Construction Supplemental Field Survey, Julv 2015.
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M itoring is for any earth disturbing activities in Katlian Bay area at the beginnii  of the project to the
mouth of Katlian Bay (Station 6+00 to Station 71+00) and along the south shore of Katlian Bay to the end of the
project (Station 232+00 to Station 492+00). as well as in the vicinity of the Coxe River.

Archeological monitoring is not proposed for the project area between station 71+00 and 232+00. where there is
low probability for cultural resources due to the steep nature of the terrain and the high altitude of the central
portion of for this area. (See enclosed Figure 4).

Additionally, archeologic. monitoring is proposed for all wetland mitigation sites involving earth disturbing
activities. These areas (not shown on the enclosed drawing) are adjacent to the proposed project and are proposed
for new rearing ponds and connecting channels constructed as mitigation for unavoidable impacts to wetlands and
other waters of the U.S.

Consultation Efforts
All of the fi owing arties have been consulted in a March 4, 2015 Consultation-Initiation and are being notified
of this finding
e Alaska Office of History and Archaeology (OHA)
Sitka Tribe of Alaska
Central Council Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska
Shee Atika Incorporated
Sealaska Corporation
Sealaska Heritage Institute
Sitka Historic Preservation Commission

Correspondence received from OHA indicated no objections to the proposed APE or proposed level of study
effort. Faleene Worrell, a board member and shareholder of Shee Atika responded in support of the project
because of the expanding tourist, rock source, and road opportunities.

Shee Atika Incorporated responded that the road would not impact places of traditional, religious, and cultural
importance to Shee Atika.

On March 19, 2015, the Sitka Tribe of Alaska (STA) requested Government-to-Government Consultation
between the State of Alaska and the Sitka Tribe of Alaska to discuss the proposed project’s potential impacts to
their culture and traditional subsistence usage of the forest and streams in the project area. DOT&PF staff
traveled to Sitka and met with Tribal Council members as well as STA resource protection staff on April 8, 2015.
Based on that meeting DOT&PF agreed to conduct archeological monitoring and to enter into a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) with the STA to address monitoring during construction in previously undisturbed ground
in areas that may contain artifacts or sites of traditional religious and cultural importance. DOT&PF has had
additional conversations with the STA to further refine various stipulations, including treatment of human remains
and how inadvertent discoveries would be addressed, should they be made, during construction.

If you wish to comment on this finding, I can be reached at the address above, by telephone at 907-465-4715, or
by e-mail at e-mail at michael kell @alaska.gov. However, please note that to receive consideration, your
comments must be received within thirty days of your receipt of this correspondence.

Sincerely,

Michael Kell
Cultural Resources Specialist
DOT&PF Southcoast Region
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Enclosures:
Figure 1 Katlian Bay Project Location Map
Figure 2 Katlian Bay Road Project Alternative Evaluations for Engineering and Environmental Constraints
Figure 3 Area of Potential Effect (APE)
Figure 4 Katlian Bay Road Project Recommended Monitoring

DRAFT Memorandum of Understanding Between the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public
Facilities, Southcoast Region and the Sitka Tribe of Alaska for Archaeological Monitoring on theKatlian Bay
Road, Project #67672 Recommended Archeological Monitoring Locations Drawing

cc w/ enclosures:
Ken Cameron, Shee Atika Incorporated
Richard Peterson, Central Council Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska
Michelle Metz, Sealaska Corporation
Michael Baines, Sitka Tribe of Alaska
Jeff Feldpausch, Sitka Tribe of Alaska

cc w/o enclosures:
Laurie Mulcahy, DOT&PF, Cultural Resources Manage
Keith Karpstein, P.E., Katlian Bay Road Project Manager, DOT&PF Southcoast Region
Jane Gendron, Regional Environmental Manager, DOT&PF Southcoast Region
Pam Gunther, Life Sciences Lead, Amec Foster Wheeler































