
Sitka Cross Trail Proiect - Cascade Creek to Kramer Avenue

Background information for the City and Borough of Si tka Mayor and Assembly

In February of 20L0 Sitka Trail Works was notified of the conditional award of $333,000 for construction

of the Sitka Cross Trai l  f rom Cascade Creek Road to Kramer Avenue, in the Whitcombe Heights

subdivis ion. The trai l  route begins at Cascade Creek Road and crosses Nat ional Forest 644 feet including

an 80 foot by 8 foot bridge, 461 feet of Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority and the remaining 4,765 ft

through the CBS Whitcomb Heights subdivis ion. The trai l  wi l l  connect to Kramer Avenue and a ten car
parking area is planned to accommodate vehicles at the trai lhead.

ln order to inform the Assembly about the project,  c lar i fy act ions that need to be taken to move the
project forward, and to al low the Assemble to ful ly understand al l  the aspects of the project Si tka Trai l

Works has prepared a Resolution of Support for the Assembly members to consider. All points have

been reviewed by the Planning Director and approved by Parks and Recreat ion Commission and or iginal

language has been modif ied at the suggest ion of the Finance Director and CBS Attorney.

1. The trail ond trailhead porking locotion in the Whitcombe Heights subdivision as shown on the

ottochments is opproved with the understanding thot the locdtion of the trailhead parking

areo adiacent Kramer Avenue and the trail locotion could be moved or modified at o future
date, os may be required to allow for future development of townhomes or other development

ol Lots 73A and 74A ol the Whitcombe Heights Subdivision.

Point #1 addresses the proposed locat ion of the trai l .  See Attachments 1 & 2 to understand how the

Cross Trai l  connects to Kramer Avenue, and how the trai l  and trai lhead parking are designed to be

compatible with possible future development of the Whitcombe Heights subdivis ion. Locat ion of the

trai l  and trai lhead in a compatible manner with the subdivis ion was previously discussed by the
Assembly during Mr. Drol l 's presentat ion of land use opt ions for the subdivis ion in May. Some
modif icat ion of the proposed trai l  locat ion may occur during construct ion, but the trai l ,  when f inal ly

constructed, will be located a minimum of 75 feet from the back property lines of adjacent lots.

2. Sitka Trail Works will opply for the Army Corps of Engineers permit required for the project.

Sitka Trail Works will submit the Coastal Zone Questionnaire required by the State of Alasko
and the Environmental Review checklist required by the Department of Transportation

Western Federal Lands, as required by the Alaska Trails Initiotive grant program.

Because this trai l  project crosses mult iple landowners the Army Corps of Engineers prefers to have Sitka
Trai l  Works as the appl icant for the Corps Permit .  This was the pract ice for the Sea Lion Cove, Herr ing
Cove, Thimbleberry and previous Cross Trail projects. Using grant funds and the partnership collection
agreement with the US Forest Service Sitka Trai l  Works paid a USFS road engineer to establ ish the trai l
a l ignment in 2009. Because the Cross trai l  is designed for use by cycl ists as wel l  as pedestr ians the trai l
has to be located on the land contour in a way that keep the grade less than LZYo over most of the trail
d istance. A Wetlands Del ineat ion and a Cultural  Resources Survey has also been prepared for the
proposed al ignment.  A Storm Water Pol lut ion Plan is also in preparat ion by DOWL Engineers. The funds
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awarded to STW for trail construction are federal and STW has a permitting procedure to follow in order

to sat isfy requirements of NEPA and the grant ing agency.

3. The public is guaronteed to have access to the Sitka Cross Trail from Cascade Creek to Kramer

Avenue for a minimum of ten years and ideolly, in perpetuity.

This is a requirement of the Grant Administrator for the 5333,000 Alaska Trai ls Ini t iat ive grant and can

be accomplished by a let ter to the program from the CBS Administrator assuring the publ ic 's r ight to

access the project.

"Public Access

The publ ic must be assured legal access to trai ls and trai l  related faci l i t ies developed or maintained with
grant funds. l f  any port ion of a trai l  project is on pr ivate land. the appl icant must obtain documented
permission from the landowner for publ ic access for a minimum of 5 years. Projects on publ ic land

must have documented approval f rom the land manager and access assured for at  least 10 years."

4. Title lll Payments to States funds which have been dedicated to ocquisition of trail easements

lor any of the ilail projects previously approved by the CBS Assembly are authorized to be

used to purchase d segment of property owned by the Alaskd Mental Heolth Trust Authority to

allow for construction of the trail,

Over the past several  years the Assembly has set aside Ti t le l l l  Payments to States funds to cover the
cost of establishing easements for several trail projects that connect to National Forest lands. A total of

approximately 564,000 remains in these accounts and could be used to acquire the easement on the
Alaska Mental  Health Trust property where the trai l  is located. STW made every effort  to avoid crossing
the Trust lands but the topography and grade requirements dictated otherwise. Representatives of the
Trust have visi ted Sitka and met with the CBS Planning Off ice and STW. Authorizat ion by the CBS
Assembly would allow the Administrator and City staff to work with the Trust on the details of
establ ishing the easement.  The size of the parcel to be purchased is approximately 44,000 sq f t  of  33%
wetlands.

5. The existing USFS Special Use Permit for the Sitka Cross Troil will be amended to accommodate

the new troil segment.

This document is current ly in preparat ion by the USFS,

6. The CBS Administrator is authorized to execute any and all required documents and contracts
and subsequent amendments within the existing project scope and to take all octions needed

in support of the Sitka Cross Trail project.

This is simi lar language to previously adopted grant resolut ions clar i fy ing the authori ty of the
Administrator to act in support  of  the project.
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Dear Colleen,

Attached are documents and Resolution for the Cross Trail from Cascade Creek Rd to Kramer Avenue for the 7-27
Assembly packet. Changes were made to the previous wording of the Resolution and correspondingly to the Background
information upon recommendation by Ms. Hil lhouse.

I spoke with Mr. Bergstrom, Trust Land Office yesterday and he said an easement could be negotiated but we must work
through the process of the appraisal and agree on valuation. This action by the Assembly lets us get started on that
process.

Thank you and all concerned for your help @

Deboroh A. Lyons
Executive Director
Sitko Trail Works fnc
9O7-747-724a@)
9o7-738-3362(c)


