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Sponsor: Administrator
CITY AND BOROUGH OF SITKA
ORDINANCE NO. 2025-06

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF SITKA AMENDING TITLE 14
“STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND PUBLIC PLACES” OF THE SITKA GENERAL CODE BY
AMENDING CHAPTER 14.05 “PUBLIC USE OF PARKS AND RECREATION
FACILITIES, LAND, AND TRAILS”

1. CLASSIFICATION. This ordinance is of a permanent nature and is intended to
become a part of the Sitka General Code (SGC).

2. SEVERABILITY. If any provision of this ordinance or any application to any person
or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance and application to any
person or circumstance shall not be affected.

3. PURPOSE. The purpose of this ordinance is to clarify, update, and enhance the
regulations governing the use of our public recreational spaces, ensuring their continued
accessibility and preservation for all residents and visitors.

4. ENACTMENT. NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED by the Assembly of the City
and Borough of Sitka that the Sitka General Code Title 14, entitled “Streets, Sidewalk, and
Public”, Chapter 14.05, entitled “Public Use of Parks and Recreation Facilities, Land, and
Trails”, and to read as follows (deleted language stricken, new language underlined):

Title 14
STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND PUBLIC PLACES
Chapters:
14.05 Public Use of Parks and Recreation Facilities, Land, and Trails

* % %

Chapter 14.05
PUBLIC USE OF PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES, LAND, AND TRAILS

Sections:

Article .
General Public Use of Municipal Park and Recreation Facilities, Land and Trails
14.05.010 Park activities.
14.05.020 Park scheduling — Permits and fees.
14.05.030 Park hours.

14.05.040 Parks and recreation facilities regulated.
14.05.050 Conditions for use of park and recreation facilities.
14.05.060 Public use fees.

14.05.070  Definitions.

Policy
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57
58 As established, the policy of the city and borough of Sitka in operating a parks and
59 recreation division is to:
60
61 A. Manage parks, recreation areas, facilities and trails for their primary use by the public, to
62 include visitors and residents alike, for parks, recreation areas, facilities and trails and
63 preserve them from activities inconsistent with that primary use.
64
65 B. Preserve and maintain these public assets for all users, preserve the recreational
66 experience unique to each area, consider impacts upon other users and neighboring
67 property, and ensure public safety on city lands and within recreation facilities.
68
69 C. Charge for the organized use of parks, trails, open spaces and recreational facilities at a
70 fair rate which contributes to the cost of providing any improvements, maintenance,
71 services, and administration necessary for the use.
72
73 D. Establish and enforce uniform rules for use of city and borough park and open spaces,
74 trails and recreational facilities.

75 Article I. General Public Use of Municipal Park and Recreation Facilities, Land and Trails
76

77 14.05.010 Park and Facility activities.
78 A. Both active and passive recreational activities are permitted in municipal parks within
79 designated areas. This shall include field sports in the ball fields area; tennis and basketball
80 in their respective courts; playground activities in the playground area; picnics and
81 gatherings in the picnic shelters; and special events and hiking on trails.
82
83 B. Facility activities will be coordinated through the parks and recreation office, with facilities
84 jointly utilized by the Sitka school district, to be scheduled and used for the greater good of
85 the community as outlined in_a memorandum of understanding between the city and
86 borough and the school district. Use will include but not be limited to gyms, multipurpose
87 rooms, classrooms, fields and playgrounds within a school facility.
88
89 14.05.020  Park scheduling — Permits and fees.
90 A. Park and recreation facilities are available for public use whenever possible when there
91 is no conflict with municipal or school programs. Reservations or scheduling for use of
92 facilities is required for any community special or private event and is done by contacting the
93 parks and recreation division office.
94
95 B. Facilities, including ballfields, picnic areas, gyms and other indoor facilities, and aquatic
96 facilities, may be reserved for use by individuals or organizations. These facilities, when
97 reserved, are closed to the general public. Reservations are made by contacting the parks
98 and recreation office. User fees may be required for reserved facilities and special events.
99
100 C.B A written permit is required for special uses including: fires outside of a designated fire
101 ring, overnight camping, wood cutting, removal of any natural resources from park property,
102 or use outside of normal hours. A permit may be obtained by submitting a written application
103 to the office of the director of public works at least 10 days in advance of the date of

104 intended use. The application must specify the time, place, and nature of the intended use,
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105 and the person or organization responsible for the activity. An application shall be approved
106 or denied no later than five working days after submission of the application.
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115 D. A fee schedule for all parks and recreation facilities will be established as recommended
116 by the parks and recreation committee and adopted by the city and borough assembly.
117
118
119 14.05.030 Park hours.
120 A. Municipal parks are open to the public from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. The parks are
121 closed to public use from 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m., and no members of the public shall enter
122 a closed park without written permission from the parks and recreation office. Goddard Hot
123 Springs area and Tom Young Memorial Cabin are excluded from this regulation.
124
125 B. A violation of this section is an infraction punishable by a fine of up to $250.00.
126
127
128
129 14.05.040 Parks and recreation facilities regulated.
130 These requlations apply to all city and borough lands and facilities designated by the
131 assembly as dedicated to park or recreation purposes.
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143 14.05.050 Conditions for use of park and recreation facilities.
144 A. A person may not use or occupy a city and borough of Sitka Park facility that is
145 managed on a fee and reservation basis without first obtaining a permit from the city and
146 borough of Sitka and paying the required fee; in—person—at-thecity-and-borough-of Sitka
147 municipal-offices. Each day of unauthorized use is a separate offense subject to a $50.00
148 fine.
149
150 B. Permittee must have permit and the fee receipt in possession while using the city and
151 borough of Sitka public use facility as directed by the city and borough of Sitka parks and
%g% recreation coordinator.
154 C. Dogs and other pets must be on a leash around developed facilities, with the exception

155 of the Goddard Hot Springs area and the Tom Young Memorial Cabin and off-leash areas
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156 designated in SGC 8.05.032. Pets are to be under control at all times. Pet owners are
%gg required to clean up after pets.
159 D. No discharge of firearms, unless in defense of life, is allowed within a half-mile of a
%g(l) developed facility.
162 E. It is unlawful to cut standing or live trees. Only dead and down wood can be used for
163 fires.
164
%gg F. Littering is prohibited by SGC 10.45.010(H).
167 G. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section, no dog is allowed on the following
168 designated sports fields or municipal playgrounds except off-leash areas listed in SGC
169 8.05.032, except service dogs with the dog keeper and/or custodian. “Service dogs” is
170 defined by SGC 8.05.010 or state and federal laws. Designated sports fields and municipal
171 playgrounds where non-service dogs will not be allowed include the following:
172
%;2 1. Moller Park fenced ball field;
175 2. Lower Moller and Kimsham (Krueger) Multiuse Fields;
176
177 3. Sports fields at Kimsham Recreational Complex except fenced Kimsham Field “D” One,
178 Baranof, Vilandre and Keet Gooshi Heen ball fields as listed as “off-leash areas” under SGC
179 8.05.032; and
180
181 4. Municipal playgrounds to include Crescent Harbor Park and Moller Park East and West.
182
183 H. Designated areas listed in subsection G of this section will be posted with signs
184 regarding the ban on non-service dogs and fines. In addition to applicable fines or charges
185 for violating other code provisions, including defecation or off-leash offenses, fines for
%gg violating subsection G of this section are as follows:
188 1. Three hundred dollars for violating subsection (G)(1) of this section, Moller Park fenced
189 ball field;
190
191 2. One hundred dollars for designated areas in subsections (G)(2) and (G)(4) of this
192 section; and
193
194 3. One hundred dollars for a non-service dog on fenced Kimsham Field One, Baranof,
195 Vilandre and Keet Gooshi Heen ball fields as listed as “off-leash areas” during scheduled
196 sports events, school activities or when the area is in use by students or players.
197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204

205
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206
207
208
209
210 A. Tom Young Memorial Cabin and any other cabin established as a community use cabin
211 by the city and borough of Sitka shall be managed by the parks and recreation office.

212

213 B. Users of a community use cabin shall pay a fee established by the city and borough
214 assembly.

215

216 C. Permits are issued only to residents of the city and borough of Sitka.

217

218 D. Permits are issued for noncommercial uses, except where the commercial use is a
219 private not for profit entity benefiting local resident use. All permits are issued on a first-
220 come, first-served basis.

221

222 E. Permits may be obtained online, in person or over the phone with the parks and
223 recreation office.

224

225 F. A permit day begins at 12:00 noon on the assigned day and ends at 12:00 noon on the
226 following day.

227

228 G. A permit may be obtained up to 90 days in advance of desired date.

229

230 H. Community use cabins may be reserved a maximum of three days by the same party.
231

232 I. Permits are only issued to persons 18 years of age and over.

233

234 J. Persons acquiring a permit must be a member of the party for the duration of use of the
235 community use cabin.

236

237 K. Community use cabins do not have reqular cleaning/repair _service and users are
238 expected to leave facilities it in as good and clean a condition as originally found.

239

240 L. Community use permit holders are responsible for any damages to the cabin, associated
241 facilities, or park resources.

242
243

244
245

246

247
248

249
250

251
252

253
254

255

256
257
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258
259
260
261 14.05.170 Definitions.
262
263 As used in this chapter:
264
265 “Ball field” or “sports field” means an area used by schools or organized teams recognized
266 by the city and borough of Sitka for regulation play of sports including baseball, soccer,
267 football, and softball. “Ball field” or “sports field” does not include, but not limited to, the
268 following areas: parking lots; roads; bleacher and concession areas; walkways or track
269 adjacent to the ball field.
270
271 “Municipal playgrounds” means municipal property used for outdoor play or recreation,
272 especially by children, containing recreational equipment such as swings and slides.
273
274 “Community use cabin” is a rustic cabin that can be rented by the public, users need to
275 supply their own bedding, food, water and fuel for heating.
276
277 “Recreational Facility” includes indoor and outdoor facilities where organized and passive
278 recreational activities take place. Indoor spaces include but are not limited to; gyms,
279 multipurpose rooms, classrooms, aquatic facilities. Outdoor spaces include but are not
280 limited to; picnic areas, trails, parks, skateparks, observation parks, tennis, basketball and
281 other courts.
282
283 5. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall become effective the day after the date of its
284 passage.
285
286 PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED by the Assembly of the City and Borough of Sitka,
287 Alaska, this 22" day of April, 2025.
288
289
290
291
292 Steven Eisenbeisz, Mayor
293 ATTEST:
294
295
296
297 Sara Peterson, MMC
298 Municipal Clerk
299
300 1st reading: 4/8/2025
301 2nd and final reading: 4/22/2025
302

303 Sponsor: Administrator



