CITY AND BOROUGH OF SITKA
ORDINANCE NO. 2011 - 27

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF SITKA AMENDING SITKA
GENERAL CODE AT SECTION 2.40.420B, ENTITLED “COUNTING ABSENTEE AND
QUESTION BALLOTS”

1. CLASSIFICATION. This ordinance is of a permanent nature and is intended to become
a part of the Sitka General Code (SGC).

2. SEVERABILITY. If any provision of this ordinance or any application to any person or
circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance and application to any person or
circumstance shall not be affected.

3. PURPOSE. The purpose of this ordinance is to decrease the number of days (by one)
following any Municipal Flection when an absentee and question ballots are counted. For a
number of years, no additional ballots that were properly postmarked have been received beyond
three days following the election. Many other municipalities count absentee/question ballots the
next day following their election. The Municipal Clerk is recommending that three days is more
than adequate. Another advantage of counting the absentee and question ballots on Friday versus
Monday is any close races should be known prior to the weekend.

4. ENACTMENT. NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED by the Assembly of the City
and Borough of Sitka that Chapter 2.40, Section 2.40.420 B of the Sitka General Code is
amended as follows (new language underlined; deleted language stricken):

2.40.420 Counting absentee and questioned ballots.
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B. The clerk shall appoint a time to open and count all absentee and questioned ballots that
have been received. The clerk may delegate the opening and counting to qualified election
judges. The opening will take place mustbe on the third day following the election

(normally Friday for a Tuesday election). atleastfourdays-subsequentte-the-opening-of
the-pells-and-Aebsentee ballots received after the opening, shall not be opened or counted.
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5. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall become effective on the day after the date of
its passage.

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED by the Assembly of the City and Borough of
Sitka, Alaska this12th day of July, 2011.
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Cheryl Westover, Mayor

ATTEST:

Municipal Clerk



