


Sitka, AK 
July 3rd, 2026 

To whom it may concern, 

I am submitting my application and this letter of interest for the Library Commission of the 
City and Borough of Sitka. 

I have a Bachelor’s Degree in Creative and Professional Writing, and on July 16th I’ll defend 
my thesis for my Master in Fine Arts in Creative Writing from Alaska Pacific University. My 
academic background is only one of the reasons I am interested in participating in the 
Library Commission. I believe libraries are part of the heart of a community. They welcome 
all, oƯer resources, academic material, and a safe space for our youth to spend time, a 
warm place for families with little kids when it’s rainy outside, and a quiet space for guests 
visiting during the summer.  

Also, the Sitka Library has become a great part of my family’s life, allowing my children to 
explore their passion for reading and discovering new genres and stories. I am grateful for 
the work the library staƯ does, and the time they spend recommending books to them. 

Because of this, my own love for reading and the work of the library and the positive impact 
Sitka Library had in my kids, is that I want to give back by participating in the Library 
Commission. 

Thank you for taking time to read my letter and application. 

Looking forward to hearing from you, 

Maria Capezio Crookes 

 
Sitka, AK 99835 






